
 



"I looked up every day from behind the bars to the 

Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor. Her light shone 

brightly into a dark night." With these words, Wilhelm 

Reich described his experience as an "enemy alien" 

imprisoned on Ellis Island in the aftermath of the 

Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor. 

American Odyssey, compiled from his correspon- 

dence and his personal and work journals, chronicles 

Reich’s first years in America. They were years of 

prodigious accomplishment in which he developed 

the orgone energy accumulator�the so-called orgone 

box�published his first books in English, made 

breakthroughs in his persistent investigation of 

orgone energy in social pathology, physics, astronomy, 

and cancer, and interested none other than Albert 

Einstein in testing his theories. America brought a new 

marriage, a son, a new group of students, and a new 

laboratory. But these were years of fierce struggle as 

well: the denial of a complimentary American medical 

license, the refusal of a patent on the orgone accumu- 

lator, and finally a slanderous article that would incite 

the Food and Drug Administration to the dogged 

attack on Reich that would continue until his death in 

another prison cell ten years later. 

American Odyssey describes more than a period in 

the life of an embattled scientist. It illuminates the 

social and intellectual life of a country in a tumul- 

tuous time in history. 



E D I T O R ’S    NOTE 

Created from Reich’s journals and correspondence, this 
book is a direct continuation of Beyond Psychology* Its 
narrative begins in January 1940. Reich has been living in 
the United States for four months, teaching at the New 
School for Social Research in New York City, reestablish- 
ing his laboratory and cancer research, becoming ac- 
quainted again with his daughters, Eva and Lore, and 
involved in a new personal relationship with a German- 
born woman, Use Ollendorff. 

*Beyond Psychology (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1994). 



1940 

"I am faced with the task of having to introduce 

something new; I have to adapt myself to the American 

mentality; I am struggling with my children, who up until 

recently were firmly convinced that I was mad; I am 

financially still not out of the hole; etc. The worst thing 

is the bitter feeling of being intellectually alone." 



6 January 1940 

Use tells everyone that I go this way  and the world goes that 
way . How long shall I be able to keep on? 

My state of mind is so burdened that I am really beginning to be 
concerned: 

1. The children come as guests�are influenced by that narrow- 
minded woman.* 

2. 1 always understand people but am not supposed to react with 
normal anger. 

3. The war. 
4. Insight into man’s incapability of being free. 
5. Have lost Elsa** but still love her. 
6. To be basically so right, but still see obstacles that are as insur- 

mountable as Mount Everest. 
7. Fenichel*** is off on a tangent�says I’m insane. 
When I listen to good music, resignation seems unthinkable. Then 

I feel I must carry on the struggle, bear it�someho w. I don’t care 
about leading a quiet, orderly, bourgeois life. I have discovered the 
principle of life and must confirm it completely. 

I am much too far advanced�must not lose touch!  

Someday, when I die a lonely death, I shall know that I did not 
live in isolation, that 1 understood the world around me�or at least 
honestly tried to do so. 

There is a certain logic in the human mind, even in the insane 
mind. 

*Reich’s first wife, Annie, the mother of his two daughters. Annie and Reich were divorced 
in 1934 and she had tried to alienate the children from him. 
**Elsa Lindenberg, with whom Reich lived from 1932 to 1939. He considered her his 
second wife. 
***Otto Fenichel, Austrian psychoanalyst. Once a friend, he had become bitterly hostile 
toward Reich. 
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There is sense in all this nonsense. The world of mankind is caus- 
ing its own downfall by selling itself into dependency. 

It is my contention that a last remnant of the knowledge of life 
dwells within every individual. That is why life will triumph. It runs 
its course, the holy, truly holy course of meaningful productivity. And 
were a thousand Hitlers to corrupt it�to try, rashl y and crudely, to 
solve the existential questions through anti-Semitic agitation�life 
would still triumph�would give of itself!�give with out expecting a 
return�the capacity to give is the key.  

I must not make stupid mistakes, or allow myself to be ensnared 
by fear�that perfectly simple, understandable, anim al fear of being 
alone, deserted, slandered. 

If God exists in the form of nature, then may God help me! Love, 
truth, integrity and a sense of life will win out, not people like 
Fenichel. 

The following people are despicable�ought to be sho t: business- 
men, diplomats, sycophants, party big shots, tormentors of children, 
fake scientists. 

January 1940 

Science, real, honest science, should be the only dominant power 
in the world, securing life, guiding the course of human effort, pro- 
tecting the newcomers to the human race from damage by false ed- 
ucation and lack of knowledge! 

Let us fight for this holy aim. There is no other meaning in human 
struggle! 

�* 13 January 1940 

Briehl and Wolfe** regard me as a poor political refugee, whereas 
I had pointed out, in letters and conversation, that I would not come 
to New York if I am not needed and wanted. 

*Indicates that the following was written in English. 
**Walter Briehl, M.D., and Theodore P. Wolfe, M.D., American psychiatrists who had 
been in treatment with Reich in Europe. 
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� 15 January 1940 

On my advice Wolfe stopped today. He is no fighter, is afraid of 
standing for sex economy�from his inner feeling and  because of the 

danger from the scientific world. His rational fear was connected with 

irrational denial of sex. I gave him four weeks to decide further steps. 

15 January 1940 

This war is getting wilder all the time. But what has that to do 
with me? I didn’t start it, did my best to prevent it. The human race 
has simply gone mad. Things are going to go completely berserk. 

This American democracy is all idle talk. One is not allowed to 
champion the truth about life after all! And no one gets very far with 
the "Christian attitude." 

The war will change everything�everything! How to h old out? Use 
is a welcome relief! Poor Elsa! She made a very stupid mistake. 

I do not have the courage to admit that I have found the solution 
to the great mystery of life. Am too afraid of paranoia, of rumors, to 
do that�don’t feel vain enough either. Nevertheless , I am completely 
aware of what I have accomplished and what I have grasped. 

The joy of life will prevail, sooner or later, more likely later. For 
the moment it is destroying itself because it is not allowed to live. 
People are bursting for want of an outlet. This abused life will take 
bitter revenge�at first it may even destroy itself� but then it will break 
forth, in splendor, like a Beethoven symphony. 

I must get hold of myself again, the person I once was, self- 
confident, trusting in truth. For a while I almost lost everything, was 
on the verge of losing my self-esteem. 

Someone once said: As long as you trust in yourself and know what 
you want, things will go well with you. True indeed. 

I lost myself in Elsa, in my colleagues, in my pupils. I must be 
completely alone again. 

With only a loving woman who knows what I want�that ’s my one 
real weakness. 

Once I am able to take risks again, there will be progress! 
The issue is clear: be destroyed or be proven correct. There is no 

other alternative. Under no circumstances can I, at age forty-three, 
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after twenty-two years of the most intensive work, yield to a person 

like Wolfe or Briehl. 
That would be a disgrace!! I’d feel like a coward. 

17 January 1940 

I am much quieter. Things aren’t so bad. Only the war is bad. It 

is ghastly to know that people are fiery patriots only because they no 

longer feel life, because they have died a living death. Ghastly to know 

that and be unable to improve the situation. 

� 24 January 1940 

Yesterday I took heart blood from a cancer mouse, put it into 

bouillon + KC1, added dried serum, and autoclaved half an hour. 

Immediately afterward there were only T-bacilli* and gram cells to 

be seen! 

Why this time no bions,** but T-bacilli? (a) Cancer blood more 

apt to disintegrate into T than into blue bions? (b) Was it the serum 

that made it? 

What significance does this experiment have? 

� 25 January 1940 

Today we autoclaved: 

One 10 cc + serum 

One 10 cc without serum to find out whether the T-bacilli were 

result of autoclaving (a) cancer blood or of the (b) serum added to 

blood. If (a), then very important to find out further. 

� 31 January 1940 

I don’t understand New York. People promise much but don’t keep 

the promise. They seem to show tremendous interest in new matters, 

but they don’t do anything about it. As everywhere, not take and give, 

*T-bacilli (Tod = death) were first found by Reich in a culture of sarcoma tissue. They 
are lancet-shaped, gram-negative, and exhibit a zigzag motion. They originate from de- 
generation and putrid disintegration of living and nonliving matter. 
**Energy vesicles representing transitional stages between nonliving and living substance. 
They form in nature by a process of disintegration of inorganic and organic matter, a 
process that can be repeated experimentally. Charged with orgone energy, they may de- 
velop into protozoa and bacteria. See The Bion Experiments (New York: Farrar, Straus 
and Giroux, 1979). 
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but take where you get, and give where it is demanded, seems to rule. 
They talk so much about psychosomatic research. I believed in its 
seriousness. But when it comes, they don’t seem to grasp it. 

TO     F R I T Z      B R U P B A C H E R *  

5 February 1940 

Dear Dr. Brupbacher, 
It was very nice to receive another letter from you. Despite the 

massive misfortune which has affected all our hopes, a nucleus of 
thought and manner of living which might prove valuable in the 
future has been preserved here and there. You are certainly right in 
saying that the disappointment in all kinds of parties and leaders is 
far too great for any rational action to be conceivable along traditional 
lines. Nevertheless, I personally remain optimistic. What you refer to 
as new individualism I believe I have, for my part, simply formulated 
under the concept of "work democracy."** However, since I do not 
have the slightest ambition to be regarded as a political leader, it is 
sufficient for me to use this concept merely to preserve some remnant 
of clarity within my working sphere and to distance myself from the 
general madness. 

Please send me any new material which you publish. As for my 
own work, all I have to report is that, more by luck than by under- 
standing, I am making some very fruitful progress in the field of can- 
cer research. I wish I had the chance to have a really good chat with 
you again about everything. 

Warmest greetings to you and your wife. 

*Swiss sexologist and author of 40 Jahre Ketzer (Forty Years a Heretic). 
**Reich’s concept of work democracy was "directed exclusively to the fulfillment of the 
biological life functions of love, work, and knowledge." Intrinsic to it was the capacity of 
each individual to assume responsibility for his own existence and social function. See 
The Mass Psychology of Fascism (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1970). 
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6 February 1940 
1 a.m. Have had another very great success, a big hit! Held my 

first lecture, attended by ten psychiatrists from Columbia, students of 
psychoanalysis. I spoke English well�good contact�g ood questions 
from the students. They understood me completely. I’ve made a 
breakthrough. 

The first complete happiness in a long time, enormous success- 
made contact�no isolation.  

Perhaps, perhaps I will not die a lonely death. Careful, Willi, don’t 
get carried away. However, biogenesis has been established! 

� 14 February 1940 

Today Wolfe told me what Dr. Tauber had told him about my 
first lecture: nine-tenths was not worth listening to. They (Tauber and 
McGraw) were not interested in protozoa. That had nothing to do 
with the subject. 

� 15 February 1940 

I am confused again: 
It seems as if the body would mobilize its blood to destroy the ca 

tissue, succeeding partially. But in doing so, the ca disintegrates into 
T, which kill the body in the process of cure. 

The tissue from the untreated ca mouse shows holes similar to 
those in treated ca. But the piece which showed masses of T-bacilli 
on the skin, but no ca cells in the living state shows, when stained, 
ca cells organizing out of T-bacilli mass. 

Thus, it seems that: 
1. Disintegrating tissue. 
2. T-bacilli from it. 
3. Ca cells organizing out of T-bacilli. 
4. Red cells entering to nourish and to fight against them. 
5. Destruction of both the ca and the red cells into T-bacilli. 
6. These destructive T-bacilli masses are killing the body by in- 

toxication. 
7. Killed ca T-bacilli attract other ca to die. 
The fight of blood versus ca goes on normally without treatment. 
Ca death seems intoxication death. 
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Therefore inoculation with autoclaved�not living�1 gram ca and 
red cells may kill the tissue and the T-bacilli. 

� 16 February 1940 

My suspicion that not the tumor but its destruction kills the body 
(except where the tumor penetrates important organs) seemed sup- 
ported by one untreated Herrlein mouse today. She had about 12(!) 
pea- to bean-size tumors all over the body (subskin, abdomen, lungs) 
and seemed, when alive, very healthy, only a bit heavy as if pregnant. 

How was it possible, so many tumors and not really ill? 

The answer is the following: 
1. The tumors were white, hard, not destructed. 
2. Few T-bacilli in blood. 
3. Yet the blood shows  
4. No tumors filled with bloody holes. 
Following possibilities: 

 

1. Tumors don’t kill. 
2. Destruction of tumors kills. 
3. Destruction by red cells. 
4. Lack of supply of red cells. 

5. T-bacilli degenerates into ca cells  T-bacilli. 
The ca therapy has to take account of the danger of quick destruc- 
tion and has to fight against the living T-bacilli. 

NEAR! 

19 February 1940 

This world is becoming more dismal all the time. The war will 
decide so much! Dare not voice the opinion, but logic demands it 
of me: 

1. The "democracies" are lost. 
2. The dictatorships are leading the masses, those millions of peo- 

ple who, as they become aware, feel socialism but do not know what 
it is. 

3. Hitler and Stalin are the "best" that revolutionary sentiments in 
the masses were able to produce. Disgusting, these human hordes, 
frightful, and they alone will decide. 
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I am astonished by the feeling that this war has nothing to do with 
me. I’m not responsible for it�my task is only to p rotect a fragment 
of the truth and guard it from the war. I am confronted with the 
question of whether I should start an endeavor such as I had before. 
In which direction? This would mean: 

1. The chore of publishing. 
2. Raising funds for this purpose. 
3. And in addition having to face the explosions. 
The work on cancer is making good progress. I am surrounded by 

difficulties, but every few days or weeks it surges ahead. Am presently 
concerned with finding out whether autoclaved blood taken from 
cancer mice is capable of destroying ca. 

Still suffering about Elsa�poor girl! But she would  not be able to 
stand it here. How dearly I love her! How cruel life is! If I could have 
her with me for just one evening�but we are forced to be power 
politicians! 

The situation with my children seems unalterable! Eva is sick and 
Lore is sweet but helpless, overpowered by old women. 

3 March 1940 
A possible letter to Elsa: 
My Elsa: Your short letter was shattering. You wrote that I had 

ruined your happiness. No, not I, but it ruined your happiness. I still 
feel as though blocked, cannot find my old path or regain my previous 
temperament. Did I lose it�along with you? I don’t know. True, I 
do my work each day, but in the past I actually lived outside of the 
daily routine. Now I do nothing! I would like to publish, but don’t. 
I no longer have confidence in my future. It is as if something very 
important had crumbled in the forty-third year of my life. However, 
those sudden ideas still come to me in my work. They are so good 
and productive because they intuitively strike the mark as if they had 
been shot from a cannon. It happened just recently when I suddenly 
had the impulse to grow a tumor in a cancer mouse. Lo and behold, 
it contained blood from which I derived a serum, and this serum, in 
turn, is effective against cancer. Nevertheless, something has snapped. 
I began to fear new attacks by my enemies and wanted to hide. Am 
no longer the lighthearted man I once was! Deep in my heart I am 
convinced that you would not be able to stand it here, that I would 
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no longer be enough for you and that it would cause unhappiness. I 
would, of necessity, have to be your home, your shelter, while at the 
same time I have become extremely needful of shelter myself. I no 
longer believe in people. My ability to give, simply give, without fear 
of disappointment, has left me. Will it return? I don’t know. You 
would no longer be happy with me. In addition to this, I am still 
convinced as to the nature of your secret. Don’t be sad, darling! Your 
unhappiness is not my fault, and I would like you to be happy again. 
Should fate someday grant us another meeting, we shall be dear 
friends, like children who love each other. 

I am very lonely, fighting a hard fight against myself, against aging 
or losing the zest of life too soon. I do not believe in America, nor 
do I believe in contemporary mankind. It is totally corrupt. I can no 
longer enter into this life and have but one task to do as well as I am 
able�namely, to dispel as much as possible of the d arkness which 
overlays life’s basic principles. In this respect I can still accomplish a 
great deal, but to do this I must shun today’s conventions and views. 
I do not believe that I will hold out very much longer unless I receive 
material help or help of some other kind. This cannot and must not 
be expected of my pupils. They have their own troubles. As much as 
I trust in the future of mankind, I trust very little in my own personal 
future. 

Use will not be lost here when I am no longer able to carry on. 
She has relatives and connections in America whereas you do not. 
You yourself wrote that you would be destroyed if I were suddenly to 
leave you. However, 7 would not do that, but it would. And therefore 
it cannot be. Elschen, please keep on loving me just a little. I have 
so few friends and I would like you to be one of them. 

3 March 1940 
12 p.m. Draft for my last will and testament: 
In the event of my natural or violent death, I request the following 

stipulations of my will to be carried out: 
1. At present I possess very little cash. Should there be more cash 

available at the time of my death it is to be used to pay for a modest 
funeral. The remainder is to be divided in equal parts among 

my wife, Use Ollendorff, and 
my two daughters, Eva and Lore. 
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2. My possessions further include my scientific library, my labo- 
ratory, my scientific archives, containing unpublished manuscripts, 
daily journals, personal diaries, my scientific documentary, films on 
the results of bion research, photographs and reproductions; the fur- 
nishings of my study. 

If it is at all possible, the equipment constituting my laboratory is 
to remain intact as a complete unit. I request my pupils in Scandi- 
navia and North America to see to it that the laboratory as a whole 
continues to be used for practical and theoretical research. At present 
I know of no one who could replace me in bion and cancer research 
work. My findings from cancer research have been compiled in a 
manuscript entitled "The Cancer Biopathy"* �to the extent they have 
been validated. In the event that I should not succeed in preparing 
a drug against cancer, I request my followers in bion research to 
devote all attention to the T-bacilli, as they contain the secret. 

My assistant, Gertrud Gaasland, is very well informed on all details. 
My thanks to her for her devoted help over more than five years. 

3. Work with my instruments shall be bound to the condition that 
handling of the question of sex will not be altered in any way and 
will be continued along the lines I have set forth. 

4. My physical remains are to be cremated. I do not wish to have 
a religious ceremony, because I believe in God only in the form of 
a law of nature which created living beings from lifeless matter. I 
request that during the burial Schubert’s "Unfinished Symphony" be 
played, even if it is only a recording. I should like to recall to my 
friends’ minds the Beethoven "Moonlight Sonata," and how, on 
warm summer evenings, in quiet conversations far from the politics 
of the day, it allowed us a glimpse of a better future for mankind. To 
have made a small contribution toward securing that future was a 
comfort to me in my most difficult periods. I shall list my most im- 
portant discoveries and views, in abbreviated form: 

The electrical nature of sexuality 

The tension-charge formula 

Orgone radiation 

Bion development from cooked, prepared matter 

*The Cancer Biopathy (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1973). 
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The self-decomposition of the human organism due to poor 
breathing, which serves to repress instincts 

The T-bacilli as a product of self-decomposition and incipient can- 
cer biopathy 

The radiating SAPA bions 

Vegetotherapy 

The sociology of sex 

In concluding, I ask that the following be noted: During my entire 
lifetime, I never consciously wished to hurt anyone. Whenever this 
occurred, it was because I was constrained to follow my path, to sep- 
arate from a person I loved but who threatened to rock my convic- 
tions.* 

(signed) Wilhelm Reich 

� 6 March 1940 

Today I talked with Dr. Malcolm from Lederle, Inc., in Pearl 
River�a serum factory�about making serum.  

TO     DR.     M A L C O L M  
� 8 March 1940 

Dear Dr. Malcolm, 
Referring to our discussion of 6 March, I met some difficulties to 

start new experiments on T-bacilli serum at your laboratories at once. 

*At this time it is also appropriate to consider a personal accusation raised by friends who 
are turning antagonistic. Professional rifts are usually blamed on difficulties in getting 
along with me. Supposedly, working with me is strenuous. I must reject this reproach. 
No one has yet proven that he is better equipped than I to captain such a scientifically 
laden ship on an everlasting voyage. Every rupture, whether of a personal or professional 
nature, has invariably revealed that the individual involved was not capable of walking 
the straight road which the cause required and which I felt impelled to follow for better 
or worse. In every instance to date, an attempt has been made to disguise this incapacity 
by claiming that I was difficult or impossible to deal with. It is correct that I was unyielding 
when people told me that the exclusion of sex sociology or the orgasm theory from my 
teachings would net me more friends and fewer enemies; unyielding when they said that 
sex economy" is a concept which "provokes people unnecessarily." Yes indeed, I was 
unyielding in my refusal to follow the path of no responsibility; in that respect I was 
certainly "difficult." [W.R.] 
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To find out whether the colloid mentioned in our discussion would 
transfer its influence on cancer tissue to the blood, I would have to 
watch the process closely, I suppose every day, and that would be 
impossible at this distance. So I had to decide to try it out first on a 
small scale in my own laboratory. But I hope very much that our 
agreement will still be valid on a later date, when those complicated 
first steps in transferring the influence upon the blood will be made. 

8 March 1940 

The body undoubtedly exerts "action at a distance," with orgone 

effect�i.e., specific excitation. For example, if t he palms of the 

hands are brought together slowly from a distance of about 20 cm, 

an "air cushion sensation"�i.e., slight resistance� is felt at a distance 

of 1-10 cm, but at the same time a magnetic attraction is also present 

and this is particularly noticeable when the palms of the hands are 

moved apart. (They should not come into contact with each other!) 

The palms of my hands exhibit this reaction when they are still 

about 15 cm apart. The magnetic effect is obviously linked with the 

iron in the hemoglobin. The orgone is transported in the body by 

the red blood corpuscles to the organs and cells by which it is taken 

up. 

The orgone capacity of the body must be greater during a person’s 

youth than in old age. Death occurs when the cells lose their orgone. 

Cancer is the result of either excess orgone (proliferation) or a loss 

of orgone (T-bacilli). (Red blood corpuscles lose their radiation.) 

� 9 March 1940 

Anti-ca serum kills T-bacilli, protozoa, hence ca cells as well. Re- 

duces size of tumors in mice. At last! 

Wonder when I’ll heal the first ca patient? I am happy. 

Just wrote a letter to Elsa. Either she responds or it is simply over. 

I will not give in. How difficult it is to face the truth. 

� 15 March 1940 
I don’t seem to like the idea, but I dare not fight against it any 

longer: 
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The T-bacilli are nothing else than degenerative products of quite 
simple rot bacteria like this: 

 

That fits with the idea that cancer is a result of rotting tissue, 
and the cancer tissue degenerates quickly into rot bacteria, further 
T-bacilli, finally destroying the body. The cancer therapy would have 
simply to find a serum against rot bacteria and their product� 
T-bacilli. 

Simple�stupid�but so it seems to be.  

It is just as in rotting moss: 
a. Swelling 

 b. Protozoa and bacteria 

c. Complete degeneration of everything into bacteria. 

� 16 March J 940 
The orgone rays must be a magnetic power, and one opposite to 
usual magnetism: 

a. A magnet does not attract the leaf of the electroscope; the 
charged rubber does. 

b. If the Nordlicht is magnetic ray from the universe, attracted by 
the N pole, then those rays must be opposite to N magnetism, and 
yet no S magnetism, but something quite different. 

c. The orgone diminishes the magnet power of the N pole. 

18 March 1940 
I have now found a method for measuring orgone energy in amps 
or volts. The new problem is to make it usable�i.e. , either to convert 
it into electricity or to find orgone-specific means for utilizing it. 

21 March 1940 
3 a.m. Can’t sleep. It occurred to me that, before moving to New 
York, I was just about to plunge into a deep abyss. It was a time when 
I thought I could (or should) obliterate the past and make a new, 
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proper start. The debacle in Oslo hit me harder than I realized, es- 

pecially in my academic vanity. I wanted fast, large-scale recognition 

from bourgeois academicians instead of simply bowling them over, 

conquering them along with their bosses. I was on the verge of be- 

coming unfaithful to the cause which had guided me so faithfully. 

In other words, I was being a bastard. I was close to becoming an 

unsocialistic reactionary. The objective reason for this was my isola- 

tion in Norway, to which I yielded by "keeping quiet." Keeping quiet 

doesn’t pay. The canaille in man scents the danger of truth no matter 

where it is hidden. It’s no use. Fight, come what may�that is the 

only right thing to do. 

I tried to preserve my bit of comfortable life and was about to forfeit 

my backbone in the process. In my depths I felt guilt, thought it was 

sinful to fight for sexual order. 

� 23 March 1940 
All tumor mice treated. One or two with anti-ca Lorin* serum from 

rabbits had the tumors diminished. T-bacilli mice were saved. Well! 

Go on! 

24 March 1940 

A lonely birthday. Use is touching, but I hunger for Elsa. It is 

tremendously difficult to know that this entire civilization, including 

myself, will fall, and why, and not be able to improve matters quickly 

despite my knowledge of how things could be. The least I can do is 

try to put into words the attitudes and errors of which one must be 

aware if one wishes matters to be different someday. 

� 26 March 1940 
Of two French Presbyterian mice, the one that was untreated died, 

the other, which was treated, lives. And now, after finding out which 
combination of serum will work best (serum + KC1; serum + blood 
+ KC1; blood + KC1), the next step: influence human blood�or blood 
which would not harm human beings�with Lorin, and i nject into 
human being. 

*A type of bion named for Reich’s daughter Lore. 
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29 March 1940 

Yesterday a letter came from Elsa calling for help. She is on the 

verge of a breakdown. The situation is serious. I cabled: Ready to 

help, wire how. But it’s perfectly obvious what kind of help she wants. 

Inwardly I am furious about my cowardice. Here I sit, acting 

modest�I am not modest�playing the role of a "pure scientist"�I 

am not a "pure scientist"�inventing so many ways of  proving that 

"people must find their own way!" I am simply evading the respon- 

sibility and unpleasantness of coming out into the open. 

6 April 1940 

Elschen dearest! I need to talk with you�just have a chat across 

the five thousand miles between America and Europe, after all the 

letters back and forth. I ask myself repeatedly why I am capable of 

all this, and it brings my spirits down. The world has become so mean 

and stupid, it’s disgusting. That is why I often flee to the memories 

of those wonderful hours we spent in the Vienna woods, in the forests 

of Denmark, and on the beaches of Sweden. I am enclosing a short 

letter which I wrote in a small restaurant when I went into the city 

last night and drove around until 3 a.m. in sheer desperation. Viewed 

superficially, things have never been better for me, and yet I take no 

pleasure in all this. As long as rich, productive, crucial work lies 

neglected, as long as diplomats and clergymen hold sway, as long as 

lies are triumphant, I cannot find happiness. 

TO     ELSA     L I N D E N B E R G  

5 April 1940 

Darling! Elschen! 
You write that I should decide between you and Use! I do not have 

to "decide" anything, with regard to either you or Use. In times of 
deepest distress, I have always been left to sort out my problems by 
myself and so I do not feel obligated to anybody at all. I am genuinely 
well disposed toward whatever is actually there�whe ther it is my 
work, a friend, or a woman! My first wife wanted to make me "socially 
acceptable." Just take a look at her, how she sits there with a man 
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who suits her taste. My second wife found life so exciting "outside 
the home"�now she has it. My third wife will probab ly want to 
present me to her family as a famous husband. Nobody has yet 
grasped the fact that I am prevented from playing any of the usual 
roles in life. I am not God, nor am I a father figure, nor am I an 
important and respected scholar of whom one need not be ashamed. 
I try, as long as possible, to stay the person that I am and I yearn for 
a companion who will share my dangers and my joys with me. I do 
not have any "disciples" or "collaborators," I am not a political leader, 
nor do I point the way to the future. I have merely�so far�managed 
to remain intellectually honest. I wish that many other people could 
be that too. I am neither happy nor unhappy. I can be both; happy, 
for example, when, as yesterday, I made biological energy flash in a 
small box;* unhappy, when my dearest Elsa does not understand me. 
If I do not decide "for you" now, this does not mean that I have 
decided "for Use." I am merely waiting for the next quarrel to erupt 
and I watch with some amusement as my colleagues here develop 
the same attributes with which I was familiar over there [in Europe]: 
They want to learn but they don’t want to take any risks; secretly they 
are ashamed of me; they want me here, but then they want me to go 
away again. And all I can do is carry on�and think often of my 
Somali girl. 

Your 
Willi 

6 April 1940 

3 a.m. This is the way things stand: 
1. Use wants to show off with me�is a little girl who thinks she’s 

found her daddy�insists on being called "Mrs. Reich ." 
2. Wolfe is afraid of embarrassing himself with a "sexual swine." 

*Reich refers to an orgone energy accumulator, the mechanism by which atmospheric 
orgone energy can be concentrated. It consists of a casing or outer layer of organic or 
non-metallic material, which absorbs the energy and releases it slowly, and an inner layer 
of metallic material, which also attracts the energy but reflects it immediately. This ar- 
rangement gives a direction to the orgone energy with a potential directed more strongly 
to the inside. 
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3. Not a single coworker is doing anything correctly. 
4. The publishing has not been paid since September. 
5. The "free human beings" do not trust their own freedom and 

mistrust anyone who takes it seriously. 
6. The entire academic world views sexuality as something dirty. 
I don’t know how, what, wherefore, or where to. 
The situation is utterly hopeless! 

9 April 1940 

This morning Norway and Denmark were occupied by the Nazis. 
This means 

1. Philipson, Leunbach, Elsa, Sigurd, Oeverland,* and others will 
die. Possibly this has already happened. 

2. I can do nothing to help them. 
3. The entire professional organization is lost. 
4. Elsa is definitely lost. 
5. A complete vacuum. What now? 

a. Academic research appears to be senseless. 
b. Take up political-psychological work again as I did in Scan- 

dinavia? 

11 April 1940 
Today I spent a happy day. Eva invited three of her sixteen-year- 
old girlfriends to go for a drive in the car. Lore came along. I felt 
very young in their company, they were completely at ease with me. 
This youth is good. And I am proud that I have not grown old. Lore 
flirted with every boy that went by. One of the girls immediately had 
contact with me. She was very smart. I have regained my courage. 
Forward! 

Basic problem: How to get orgone-sun energy into the body. The 
SAPA** or safe means for doing this. This gives rise to the problem 
that the T-bacilli are nothing more than matter which has lost its sun 
energy. How can orgone energy be introduced into the body without 

*Scandinavian students and friends of Reich. 
**SAnd PAcket bions derived from cultures of ocean sand. 
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the material substrate, the T-bacilli, also getting in or forming in the 
body. One possibility is offered by the fact that the Lorin bions dis- 
solve in undiluted serum�i.e., they simply give off  their orgone en- 
ergy to the serum protein and break down into T-bacilli. Large 
amounts of Lorin would have to be introduced into undiluted serum 
until the orgone is resorbed. Afterward the serum would be filtered. 
Or the serum could be exposed to the effect of orgone energy, either 
directly from the sun or in the orgone box. 
Today I started to inject mice intravenously. 

25 April 1940 

An idea! 
Earth humus is the most natural substance in nature, crystal well 

heated to incandescence, completely broken down into bions. I shall 
mix human blood with autoclaved earth. The blood will take up large 
amounts of orgone and kill ca. 

Totally logical. 
I am an idiot not to have thought of this before. 

TO     A.     S.     N E I L L *  
� 28 April 1940 

My dear Neill: 
Your letter arrived yesterday together with the offer of Mr. Read. I 

shall send a copy of the Jugendbuch,** but I doubt whether it would 
be wise to have it published first in England. Dr. Theodore Wolfe 
from the Columbia, whom you remember, is now translating another 
book of mine, which has not been published yet. *** It deals with the 
fundamental problems of sex economy, presenting them according to 
their development within the International Psychoanalytic Associa- 
tion, beginning 1919, up to date. It is much more simply written than 
my other books, and I think it would best suit the purpose of intro- 

* Founder of the Summerhill School in Leiston, England. 
**Der sexuelle kampf der Jugend. Revised and retitled by Reich as The Sexual Rights of 
Youth. Included in Children of the Future (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1983). 
***Published in 1942 as The Function of the Orgasm. 
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ducing my work into English countries. It contains in the first part 
the controversy with Freud, and in the second the autonomous de- 
velopment of my clinical work. If you get clear whether Kegan would 
be interested in this book first, I shall send you a copy as soon as it 
is available. After this the Jugendbuch will be accepted much easier. 

I was glad to hear from you. We had terrible days when Norway 
was invaded, and are still worried in spite of a telegram from Raknes* 
saying that "friends here [Norway] all well." I try hard to find out 
how I could manage to get Elsa and some others out and over here. 
I fear the worst. It is dreadful. 

Somehow this war will be over as the first was, and life and work 
will continue. Question is: Who will survive? 

11 May 1940 

Orgone radiation is not an electrical but a magnetic property. 
1. It can be collected. 
2. It passes through a wire. 
3. It causes fluorescent material to fluoresce. 
4. It magnetizes iron. 
5. It contains three types of radiation. 
6. It passes through anything which is organic in origin. 
7. It is without doubt stronger than electrical energy. 
8. It fills outer space. 
I must finally abandon the idea that it has anything to do with 

electrical energy and I must concentrate on the peculiarities of mag- 
netism. 

12 May 1940 
I have just noticed: 
a. In the dark, after it has been in the accumulator, a shimmering 

blue light is visible between the N and S poles of the magnet. 
b. Luminous substance kept in the dark inside tubes does not lu- 

minesce. When it is stroked with magnets it begins to glow, very 
weakly. 

*Ola Raknes, Norwegian psychoanalyst and student of Reich. 
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Magnetism is the expression of an energy which emanates from 
metal and is taken up by insulators. 

21 May 1940 

Spent the evening in New York with my pupils. Last evening of 
classes�applause. Everything can be done, but when will other peo- 
ple start fighting the way I do? When will they begin to take risks 
instead of only talking? 

I am running around with just as much loneliness and longing 
inside me as ever! A woman�Use is a dear, but she’s  weak. She helps 
me, but I want excitement. The blond�  

TO     DR.     A L B E R T      L E P R I N C E *  
24 May 1940 

Dear colleague, 
I confirm receipt, with many thanks, of your two books on the 

electromagnetism of the human body. I found them extremely inter- 
esting, even if I could not follow your argument in every detail. 

You are probably aware that for some time I have been successfully 
experimenting on the phenomena of electricity in the human body, 
which is fundamentally different from inorganic electricity. Not long 
ago, using a specially constructed apparatus, I was able to make this 
energy visible with the aid of certain luminous substances. This en- 
ergy, without doubt, determines the functioning of the human body. 
At present I am engaged in summarizing my observations and the 
theoretical consequences. 

*Professor, Institut International de Hautes Etudes de Nice. 
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26 May 1940 

ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT BIOLOGICAL ENERGY, 

BASED ON OBSERVATIONS TO DATE 

Life comes from solar energy which radiates through space. It is 
necessary to assume that millions of other planetary systems have life 
on them, just like our Earth. 

Life is orgone-charged matter. If orgone energy escapes from a 
physical system, that system is "dead." This organic body cannot be 
restored after death because life is bound to a functional system unit 
which breaks down after the loss of orgone energy and no longer 
constitutes a functioning unit. 

It is not possible to talk of rebirth after death because the orgone 
energy escaping from the body disperses so rapidly and diffusely in 
space that it can no longer be conceived of as a unit. And a living 
organism represents a concentrated quantum of energy which com- 
municates with the energy of space through membranes (surface of 
the skin). 

The organic system of the body consists predominantly of orgone 
energy bound to water. Matter plays only a small role, chiefly in 
forming the boundaries of orgone-charged vesicles. Expansion and 
contraction, which characterize life, are physical functions which take 
place in the orgone body, thus supplying the needs of respiration and 
metabolism. 

Orgone energy is particularly strong and concentrated in the gam- 
etes. The fertilization of the egg essentially involves the supply of 
energy via the sperm cells. 

Growth is in all probability an expansion of the orgone system by 
excess orgone, which lasts until the limit is reached�i.e., the system 
reaches equilibrium with the environment, probably as a function of 
the tension of the membranes and the available matter. 

The sex act is based on the equalization of excess orgone energy, 
concentrated in the genitals, by friction between the genital insula- 
tors. In the sex act, both bodies form a single orgonotic system. In 
those cases where this does not happen (no fusion), orgastic impo- 
tence and a lack of gratification are the result. 

Organisms depend orgonotically on the cosmic energy. 
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� 19 June 1940 
Today a three-hour afternoon demonstration of treated and un- 
treated cancer mice, cancer film, and slides.  Dr.  Hegersen from 
Columbia’s Pathology Department was here. A complete idiot! 

1. I showed him the bloody holes in treated mice. "That I know 
from normal cancer." I: I support a process in mice which is taking 
place automatically, blood destroying ca tissue but being destroyed 
itself�it has to be helped. 

2. Cancer diagnosed in T-mice testes, heated to incandescence. 
"But that is spontaneous cancer." I explain how I found the inflam- 
mation at the site of injection of the tissue. He repeats "spontaneous 
cancer." 

3. The film does not mean anything to him. The moving cancer 
cells are "from contamination," their similarity to the ca cells in vag- 
inal secretion does not mean anything. The spindle forms are epi- 
thelial cells on the edges. I explain that the living cells he saw were 
from the same tissue he diagnosed as cancerous when stained. 

4. The respiration theory does not mean anything. 
5. He had never seen above 600x. 
Nothing means anything to him. A complete idiot! 

TO     H E R B E R T      J.     H A M I L T O N *  

� 19 June 1940 

Dear Sir: 
I received your letter of 18 June, and may point out that I never 

applied for admission to the medical test, but for endorsement of my 
Viennese medical doctor degree in the State of New York, according 
to my letter of 14 March 1940, to the Commissioner of Education. 
Mr. Conroe of the Division of Higher Education informed me in his 
letter of May 22 that it will be necessary for me to pass the exami- 
nation in English for foreigners. I, therefore, shall apply for this ex- 
amination to Mr. Field. I have no intention of taking the medical 
test. 

*Chief, New York State Bureau of Professional Examinations. 
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24 June 1940 

France has fallen, because of internal machinations. This world is 
going to become a very different place. I do not understand why my 
optimism has not failed me despite all the fascist victories. I cannot 
even lay claim to scientific security because the biology of the organ- 
ism itself demonstrates that mankind has only begun to grasp its life 
energy. And as long as this energy is not functional in a practical 
sense, not a single sociological problem will be solved. The fact that 
men are killing one another is related to mighty rhythms of the uni- 
verse. Hitler’s proclamations are ludicrous in the light of such issues. 
After all, what does it mean to the world that he had a railroad car 
brought from Compiegne to Berlin? Ridiculous and stupid! I have 
deep confidence in man’s life energy and in his feeling for life itself. 

Yesterday I explained to Eva the struggle of life forces in our con- 
temporary world: 

The bourgeoisie thrives on moral ideas, demands, and concepts 
which it has formed as protection against secondary drives.* In Hit- 
lerism, the secondary drives erupt and overrun the forces of morality. 
Freud discovered the secondary drives, but there exists a third king- 
dom of life which lies behind them, and this kingdom will conquer 
everything�the morality as well as the Hitlerism.  

� 27 June 1940 

I am very tired!! It’s too much struggle and fighting. I am right, 
but am incapable of making something out of myself. 

*The continual frustration of primary natural needs leads to chronic contraction of the 
biosystem (muscular armor, sympatheticotonia, etc.). The conflict between inhibited pri- 
mary drives and the armor gives rise to secondary, antisocial drives i.e., in the process of 
breaking through the armor, primary biological impulses are transformed into destructive 
sadistic impulses. [W.R., 1945] 
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TO     L O R E      R E I C H  
� 30 June 1940 

Mein liebes Lorchen! 
My dear Lore! 

I hope that you were not too sad not to have accepted our gifts for 
your birthday. We were not offended at all, because we fully under- 
stood your troubles. I wish only to let you know that you are not 
alone, that we love you, that you can come at any time, to find a 
home with us. You only feel alone and spoken badly of because you 
behave in a way which is not yours but derives from the poison which 
your mother has put into you. She made you believe that I am crazy, 
a worthless human being. She is merely afraid to lose you. Please, be 
sure that I am there as your father, and nobody else. As your father 
I do not wish that Mr. Rubinstein* should be the one who would 
have any right to bring you up. Your mother has behaved so dishon- 
estly and miserably, has told you so many lies about your father and 
has omitted to let you have so many important things, that I have to 
take back all the rights of education. I cannot and do not wish to 
force you to leave that bad, unpleasant, poisonous home. But I know 
you will realize sooner or later that you are unhappy there. I advise 
you to follow your own feelings, as you told me so often about. You 
know we shall always be glad to have you here and to secure every- 
thing you may need. No child has to sacrifice itself and its future to 
its mother. I am going to fight against your mother until I am sure 
that you are safe. 

2 July 1940 
1130 p.m. Today there is a great deal of confusion. In order to 
check the orgonoscope** and the question whether solar energy is 
responsible, I ventilated the cellar for two days, using fans; I took 

*Thomas Rubinstein, Annie’s second husband. 
*A simple optical device designed by Reich to study orgone radiation. The fact that it 
can magnify the wave-like flickering in the atmosphere is a specific refutation of the idea 
that this phenomena is merely a subjective ocular impression or due to diffusion of light. 
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apart the accumulator boxes, placed the metal plates in water (water 
takes away the charge), opened up the Faraday cage. 

I wanted to know whether the orgone sparks can still be seen. They 
could be seen! 

After a half hour the same phenomena could be seen in the room. 
Stripes, blue-gray, violet�  

Where do the rays come from? 

SAPA, no doubt about it. They could be seen on the ceiling. From 
the sun, no doubt about it. Rubber exhibits an electroscopic effect. 
But they are also present when neither SAPA nor the sun are present. 
They must come from the earth or quite simply they are everywhere and 
are just a little less concentrated here and there. 

Both laboratories (Oslo and New York) were situated in cellars = 
ground level. 

Courage! I may have discovered and made visible the universal 
radiation of all living matter. J am frightened at the consequences. 

8 July 1940 
Assistant Secretary of State Berle inquired of Dr. Dunbar* as to 

whether I was a "fifth columnist." They also received another anony- 
mous telephone call from someone who wanted to know whether I 
was "practicing medicine." Somewhere, a denunciation must have 
occurred. In the midst of this war hysteria much could happen to 
ruin even the best-laid plans. 

My intimate contact with people on a daily basis makes my task 
very difficult. I always did my best, most lucid work when I was alone. 
Then I can think in terms of centuries. When you’re together with 
other people you can’t see any farther than your own nose. I lack 
courage and optimism. What does it matter? So many people are 
perishing today. But to perish without reason is foolish and I do not 
want to be a fool! 

I am certain that my theory will be borne out. While I am not 
modest enough to forget myself and my friends entirely, I am too 
skeptical toward myself to revel in scientific triumph. The gap be- 
tween today and tomorrow is too great. One lives in the former, not 
in the latter. It is today that man’s abysmal maliciousness demon- 

*H. Flanders Dunbar, American psychosomaticist and first wife of T. P. Wolfe. 
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strates itself. Tomorrow the practices of today will appear as mere 
banalities�and the day after a new maliciousness wi ll be directed 
against these same banalities. 

Business reverses the vital stream connecting yesterday with to- 
morrow. One of the elements involved here is the recognition of the 
fact that mankind is sick in the ordinary sense of the word "sick." 
Putting this into words means risking the suspicion that you consider 
yourself the only healthy person. I am willing to risk that suspicion. 
The health which I sense and live for and am trying to preserve dwells 
in all men. The fact that they fear it, and hide it, is the very corner- 
stone of Hitlerism. 

� 10 July 1940 
I often think it would be best to give up psychotherapy. It is im- 
possible within a world where everything produces neurosis and re- 
fuses to remove its fundaments. 

11 July 1940 

There is surely nothing more difficult than working in a vacuum 
and knowing for sure that the world in which you live and strive 
cannot accept you. All you see is gaping hopelessness! 

As long as I can still hear the creativeness of a Beethoven or a 
Mozart on the radio, I will not despair, because this implies that there 
are still people for whom the music is being played. 

12 July 1940 
Have I discovered the Basic Law of nature? Or am I just a dreamer? 
No, I cannot deny the phenomena. They exist. 
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TO     E V A      R E I C H  

2 August 1940 

My dear Evchen, 
Use and I are living here in almost complete isolation in a cabin 

in the forest on Lake Mooselookmeguntic(!).* The lake is right in 
front of the door. It is cool and it is such a pleasure to lie in the sun. 
For days on end we don’t see a soul. The beach is rocky and you 
can jump right into deep water. The whole area is secluded forest, 
with just a few camps. We really could not have found a better spot. 
Rabbits, deer, squirrels, etc., scamper around all over the place. There 
are supposed to be bears in the area. The war, the emotional plague 
of mankind,** and all the usual filth are so far away that it is almost 
impossible to believe that in two weeks’ time we will be back in it 
again. The area is very reminiscent of Norway with its gentle moun- 
tain ridges, the coniferous forests, the lakes. There are still Indian 
trails. Strange to think that Indians lived here not that long ago. 

And you, Evchen? Have you at least been able to have a proper 
holiday, away from all the duties and "sociability"? 

4-8 August 1940 
Observed the starry sky and clouds. Moon in first quarter. 
1. The blue of the atmosphere in front of mountains shimmering 

in the distance on sunny days ("fine weather"). 
Assumption: Orgone, which absorbs and emits the blue color from 

light, sits uniformly distributed at the lower level. If the mountains 
appear close up and clearly visible, "it’s going to rain"�i.e., the or- 
gone is mixed in the higher regions of the atmosphere and forms the 
clouds through magnetization and charging of the water vapor. 

2. Observations of dark clouds at night: By staring at a point on 
the edge of a dark cloud, one sees grayish-blue flickering light phe- 
nomena. When looked at through a slit, the phenomenon is more 

*A large lake in the Rangeley Lakes region of Maine. 
**Human malevolence, which results from genital frustration, is so widespread in social 
relationships and institutions that Reich likened it to a plague, an emotional plague. 
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obvious. Clouds are strongly orgone-charged accumulations of mois- 

ture. Lightning is the electrical discharge of orgone energy. The light 

phenomena in the clouds are the same as those occurring on the 

fluorescent screen of the orgonoscope. 

3. In the clear night sky, streaks and dots of blue light can be 

(faintly) seen between the stars, especially in the area of the Milky 

Way. 

4. Grass and rock luminate more brightly (through a slit) than 

without a slit. The slit space shimmers clearly and strongly. 

5. Assumptions: Orgone is an energy that fills outer space, and it 

is more strongly concentrated in the vicinity of bodies. It is not the 

same as light, but rather it is the medium for transmitting light waves. 

(Difference in rates.) 

6. Assumptions: Orgone could be the energy of which solar matter 

is composed. Magnetism and electricity are just functions of this 

energy (electricity = discharge at high concentration; magnetism = 

reaction in metals). 

20 August 1940 

Back from Maine, Lake Mooselookmeguntic, after three weeks, 

very tan and young. 

Telegram from Elsa in Sweden. She is constantly on my mind. 

Finished dictating orgone book. 

Studied astronomy. 

23 August 1940 

Crazy idea! 
Is it conceivable, possible, that orgone light is emitted from the 

viewer’s eye onto the object? That this is the essential act of seeing: 

seeing = irradiating the object, and the object itself emits light. 
There is no doubt about the observation. A dark stone observed 

through the tube produces a bright spot. 

30 August 1940 
Objection: Brighter is an illusion. Light in the tube is reflected. 
That makes the opening appear lighter. (?) 

In the micro-spectroscope, dark lines appear along the spectrum 
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when microscopic dots are in the light. Today a protozoan, as a "dot," 
exhibited a shift of violet and blue into gray. (?) 

21 September 1940 

Today, I succeeded in producing a rough model of a sky orgono- 

scope. 

6-foot-long metal tube. 

Two lenses at the front, one enlarging, the second placed behind 

the magnifying lens, no flicker disc, front aperture about 1/2 cm. 

Strong flickering and flashing! 

Today there was a downpour following three days of humid heat, 

90 percent relative humidity, temperature 70°. 

After the rain, flashing and flickering could be seen over thousands 

of miles in the dark starry sky�even with the naked  eye. 

On the beeches, the orgone energy flickered more strongly than 

yesterday. 

Assumption: Clouds are formed through a composition of orgone 

and water vapor  less free orgone. After rain, moisture is gone. 

There is pure orgone energy free in the atmosphere. 

27 September 1940 

6 p.m. 
1. Today I was able to control the direction of the orgone rays!! 

 

On the film screen, about 5 m away, the shift in the orgone rays 
could be clearly seen. Placing a hand in the path of the rays changes 
the weight of the hand? 

2. I hit upon the idea of using green, subdued light. The flickering 
can be seen better in weak light. (Cf. flickering of the atmosphere.) 
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3. In addition, today I was finally able to observe orgone under the 
microscope. In the fluoroscope, I replaced the X-ray tube with a cel- 
lulose disc. The rays which flickered at low magnification proved to 
be individual, thin, bright rays at a magnification of 70x. They pen- 
etrate matte glass, but are effectively screened out by a violet filter. 

27 September 1940 

Midnight Outside, there is a bright, blue, clear, starry sky. The 
stars are glittering. In the blue between the glittering stars, bluish, 
moving cloudiness and occasionally flashing streaks can be clearly 
seen. 

As far as I am concerned, no matter how much I resist the con- 
sequence of such thoughts, there is no doubt that men and animals 
live at the bottom of an ocean of orgone energy. The air which we 
breathe is in reality orgone energy. The oxygen which the plants and 
trees are said to give off is orgone energy which during the day was 
taken up from the sun. Therefore, it is healthier to live in the coun- 
tryside than in the city. 

Living organisms are matter that enclose orgone, which is moving, 
and in the movement creates sensations and feelings. 

I must build an apparatus which merely demonstrates to me the 
orgone in the atmosphere. I am amazed that so far nobody has seen 
the lumination in the calm, cloudless atmosphere. 

A storm is the discharge of orgone. Cloud formation is the con- 
centration of orgone. The reaction of living organisms to storms is 
understandable. The orgone mechanism reacts to changes in the con- 
centration of orgone in the atmosphere. 

Seeing involves contact of eye orgone with object orgone. There 
is still much that is unexplained. 

7 October 1940 

a. Dark green light causes the blue-gray radiation in the orgone 
accumulator to show up distinctly. 

b. The cancer and T-mice clearly show a positive reaction to or- 
gone radiation. 
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7 October 1940 

1 p.m. An air balloon (air-filled) which had been balanced on a 
scale in the other room shows lift after one hour when placed above 
accumulator box 1 in the orgone room. 

It is growing lighter in weight! Radiation pressure? Absorption of 
orgone involving change in weight? Completely crazy idea! If psychic 
sensation, as demonstrated, is functionally identical with orgone en- 
ergy processes, then a great deal of importance can be attached to 
the expression "to feel light and buoyant" or "to feel heavy and 
weighed down." 

Does orgone charge actually make something lighter� i.e., does it 
overcome gravity (weight)? I am afraid to think it, but I must consider 
all eventualities. If it is not the direct radiation pressure, then it must 
be an energy which works against gravity. 

 
Balloon Measuring Scale 
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In this regard, the lightness of floating, orgone-charged people, 
expanding space- 
Can it be thermal lift? Simple proof of thermal emanation? There 
is still the puzzle why heated air becomes lighter! When I took the 
scales with the balloon into the adjoining ventilated room, the bal- 
loon suddenly became about three times lighter. 

4 p.m. Balanced the scales with 0.85 g. The air in the balloon 
weighs 0.3 g and the balloon hasn’t shrunk, so loss of air would not 
account for the difference in weight. 

8 October 1940 
10:20 a.m. Experiment repeated. 
a. Empty balloon with string and wire weighs 4.2 g. 
b. Inflated balloon weighs 4.5 g. Balloon therefore contains 0.3 g 

of air. 
c. 1130 a.m. (1 hr. 10 min. elapsed.) Again, balloon has risen over 

the center of orgone accumulator 1. 
Balanced scales as follows: 
+ 0.05 on the balloon side 
+ 0.1 
-0.05 
= 0.1 g Weight loss equals 0.1 g. 
d. In the ventilated room, a further weight loss of approximately 

0.01 g occurred. 
So radiation pressure doesn’t explain it. 
e. Over orgone accumulator 1 again. Uncorrected with 4.5 g on 

the weight side and 0.1 g on the balloon side. 

October 1940 
There must be some force which counteracts gravity, which "lifts" 
the spirit, makes our hearts "light," lends us "wings," sends us into 
"seventh heaven," makes us fly in our dreams and "brightens" our 
waking hours. That which counteracts this force and chains us to the 
ground is a "heavy heart," "depression" (i.e., being "downcast"), the 
"leaden fatigue"�in short, that which is conservati ve, preservative- 
calcium! calcification!�ossification.  
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� 11 October 1940 

a. Two mice from March and April treated with orgone serum lost 
their tumors. On one mouse the tumor on throat, previously cherry, 
and disappeared, came back�bean. Daily one hour in orgone rays 
made it disappear again. 

b. Children of cancer mice got tumors. Orgone rays diminished 
them. 

c. Yesterday two healthy mice injected with 0.2 cc T-bacillus in 
0.3 cc NaCl. A half hour later both were very ill. One came into the 
orgone screen. She is healthy today. The other, untreated, is dying. 

Now�orgone screens for human beings.  

14 October 1940 

Great day! 
This logic is uncanny. Four years ago, I had the idea of distin- 

guishing between black and blue bions when I saw that the blue 
immobilize the black. 

Now I know that the blue bions were orgonotic bions, that it was 
the orgone that killed the black T-bacilli. 

Today, I injected four mice with strong doses of T-bacilli (0.3- 
0.5 cc). Two were placed immediately in orgone accumulator 2. 
The other two mice fell ill 5 to 10 minutes after the injection and 
are now dying at around midnight. The two other blue-red mice 
are healthy. 

I don’t give a damn about all the stuffed shirts. 
Such successes achieved by the experiments make up for all the 

meanness inflicted by my poor contemporaries. I am very happy. 

28 October 1940 
There is much to be solved, even more to be dissolved: old, useless, 
oppressive things! Socialists, psychologists�it’s g oing under�let it go. 
Ever since I saw life energy sparkling in the sky, I no longer feel the 
need to be recognized, only the urge to bring matters to a decent 
conclusion. So much no longer matters, so much has expanded, ex- 
panded to such proportions that it frightens me. If I am spared the 
necessity of becoming indecent, I shall be grateful, grateful to that 
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strange God who claims to have created the world in seven days, a 
God who does not perceive the void but knows only movement. 

October 1940 

If we fail in the present, we must draw on the past and look to the 
future. 

TO     A.     S.     N E I L L  

� 7 November 1940 

My dear Neill: 
It is good that you seem pretty safe in the place where you are, 

and are still able to carry on the work. You can imagine how closely 
we watch the events over there. The reelection of Roosevelt seems to 
me of tremendous importance. I learn more and more how this so- 
called bourgeois society has done more in the course of seven years 
under capitalistic rules in the field of social security than any com- 
munist in Russia would dream of getting. This is only to indicate 
that, being quite firm in all my scientific convictions, I feel myself 
completely confused and inclined to revise most of the things I ever 
learned in Europe about what socialism should be. I can only hope 
that the roots of my special work will prevent me from becoming 
reactionary. If you hear from socialists and communists coming over 
here and claiming that Roosevelt is a dictator or a fascist, then your 
stomach simply turns around. I started to hate them. They seem to 
me a complete nuisance in their lack of any ability to think a thought 
to the end or to do any kind of work. But it may be that a part of 
this feeling is mere disappointment. 

You are quite right that the personal matters come more and more 
into the background in order to make place for the social matters. 
But that should not mean that you forget the personal matters, but 
that you look upon them as expressions of a definite social situation. 

Elsa is still in Norway and striving hard to come over here- 
in other words, to accomplish a matter which she could have had 
easily a year and a half ago. But this comes from the misinterpreted 
Selbststandigkeit. 
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TO     ELSA     L I N D E N B E R G  
8 November 1940 

Dear Elsa, 
Your letter of 18 September arrived yesterday. I could say an awful 

lot in reply, but I will keep my letter short. 
1. Everything is being done at this end to guarantee that you can 

come. Apart from all the personal aspects, the strongest reason is the 
rational one�namely, that you will be collaborating  with me in my 
work. All the necessary papers are in order and will be sent to the 
consulate at the beginning of next week. You must merely follow the 
instructions. I cannot predict how you will fare here personally and 
financially. One has to struggle hard. But the working group is in the 
process of forming and will help you. I already wrote and told you 
that. 

2. You asked where I stand with regard to you and the future. I do 
not know. I have suffered very much from everything that has hap- 
pened and I am undergoing a gigantic metamorphosis, the outcome 
of which I cannot predict. There is much in my life which I need 
to revise, in particular my relationships to human beings. In that area, 
I made many mistakes, although with the best of intentions. Since I 
haven’t seen you for so long I don’t know how you are, and you don’t 
know how I am. But it would be senseless to make your coming here 
dependent on that. I can’t commit myself to anything. The fact that 
the old problem�you know what I mean�still has not been cleared 
up is a contributing factor. In the last one and a half years I have, if 
anything, become even more afraid of other human beings than I 
was before. Sometimes I see people running around just grimacing, 
hiding behind masks, artificial, false, full of promises and empty 
words, unreliable, deceptive, childishly cruel, and I am alone just as 
much as before. This does not prevent me from having dealings and 
being popular with many people. But my old love of mankind has 
gone. I have learned a great deal from the many disappointments and 
1 know that there is nobody who is really there [for me], and apart 
from my work there is nothing. I even doubt whether I will ever be 
able to love women again the way I used to. This means that I am 
not as tender and warm as I was. I live without love and I am not 
prepared to give myself to someone else as I once did. I will be happy 
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if you can establish your life again here, if I have the chance to see 
you again. But I cannot satisfy your wish that I should tell whether 
and how there can be anything between us. You will not possess me 
in the way that you did in the past, although you still live on inside 
me. It is a tragedy that it took such catastrophic events to make you 
realize how you really feel about me. And I no longer want to engage 
in the old battles. I am right in the middle of some earth-shattering 
work which calls for all my strength and levelheadedness. 

Since the spring I have received only two letters from you, each 
arriving after a wait of two to three months. I was always very happy 
whenever anything came and I did not feel any resentment toward 
you; I am your good friend, as before, and you can count on me. 

Use has turned out to be an extremely valuable and good friend. 
But it is not the same between me and her as it was between you 
and me. Her help and kindness, however, has become an important 
part of my life. I would like to stress that I do not belong to anyone 
and that I do not allow anyone to make claims on me, not even my 
children. A new kind of interpersonal relationship is developing here; 
the modalities are not clear, but they are new and good, and funda- 
mentally different from the old forms. You will have to get used to 
this if you want to, or you can try out any of the infinite variety of 
exciting ways of relating to other people which are possible in the 
U.S.A. I think you will like it. 

In my work I am struggling with tremendous difficulties. Not only 
have I had to revise many of my judgments and opinions�for ex- 
ample, about the value of the saviors of mankind�bu t also because 
I still do not have a publisher, I cannot publish anything; I am faced 
with the task of having to introduce something new; I have to adapt 
myself to the American mentality; I am struggling with my children, 
who up until recently were firmly convinced that I was mad; I am 
financially still not out of the hole, etc. . . . The worst thing is the 
bitter feeling of being intellectually alone; the fact that after fifteen 
years of teaching I have still not seen one independent thought ex- 
pressed in the work done by my students. On top of that, there is the 
war and the enormous problems which beset one. 

I assume that, if everything goes well, you can be here in about six to 
eight weeks. Send us a wire to let us know how things stand. The main 



A M E R I C A N      O D Y S S E Y  [ 41 

thing now is that you should come. Everything else will fall into place 
in the American way�that is to say, "with good huma n sense," cleanly 
and simply, without any great to-do. You will also be able to buy your- 
self good, decent clothes here at low prices, and you will also be able to 
recover from everything that you have gone through. 

I hope this letter reaches you soon. Write as soon as you can. All 
my love. 

November 1940 

Before undertaking a great and difficult task one must set one’s 
own house in order, find clarity within oneself. 

We have�without exception�so much dirt, filth, and sickness 
within us that we must first give ourselves a thorough airing out before 
making a decision on how to handle a certain truth. I was just reading 
about the dispute over abiogenesis. Both sides were equally influ- 
enced by emotionalism and irrationalism. The one side made un- 
conditional assertions on matters which cannot be grasped without 
knowledge of orgone energy. The others, like Pasteur, were Christians 
and compulsion neurotics who refused to accept the truth for what 
it is. 

We must absolutely and at all cost find a way out of this impasse. 
They are simply unwilling! 

Wonder whether it’s possible to be cleverer and more cunning? 

If the flashes in those boxes in the cellar weren’t so obvious, it 
would make matters much easier. 

11 November 1940 
Once again I am completely happy, in the mainstream of this 

wonderful life. Eva attends my lectures, I speak almost exclusively for 
ner and to her. It’s peculiar, this experiencing of oneself in the ex- 
ternal world! The moment she begins to speak I already know what 
she is going to say. She is fighting her way through courageously! My 
students understand and love me. I put into words what they have 
always thought. 

I have cured several mice of cancer solely through the inhalation 
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of radiation, and I am convinced that the orgone will change a part 
of this world. Nevertheless, Eva’s opinion of me is more important 
than the effect of the orgone. 

TO     C L A R A      M E Y E R *  

� 11 November 1940 

Dear Miss Meyer: 
This is to answer your letter, which I received last Tuesday evening. 

If you think that the attendance will be worthwhile, then I would 
propose repeating my general lecture course as outlined under No. 
97 in unchanged form. To let the students attend this lecture course 
only by consultation proved to be correct. 

The seminar (No. 98) should not be announced again because this 
seminar will not work well with any new students. 

Several of my students, especially writers who are concerned with 
political and social events, are anxious to have a seminar about the 
mass psychology of fascism. I worked on this theme several years ago 
and have published a book under the same title in German. Those 
students wish to hear how biopsychology can be applied to actual 
political problems, especially to the problem of fascistic irrationality. 
I would propose giving a seminar of about five to six evenings on this 
subject only to such students who have attended the general lecture 
course. I would appreciate it if you would kindly discuss this matter 
with Dr. Johnson.** I hope to see you on this matter tomorrow evening 
before my lecture course. 

Enclosed please find a preliminary outline. 

� 18 November 1940 

Today the orgone accumulator for human beings arrived and works 
very strongly. 150 x 80 x 100 cm. 

*Administrator at the New School for Social Research. 
**Alvin Johnson, director of the New School for Social Research. 
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I sat in it twenty minutes naked to the waist. And it was very strong. 
Now to test: 
1. One rabbit one hour daily 
2. Different persons from five to twenty minutes 
The rabbit gets dizzy, quick heart. 
The mice as well as I get very thirsty after having been in the 

orgone cage. We have to drink much water. 
Why? 

There is only one explanation! The body becomes charged with 
energy. The need for swelling becomes greater, and therefore fluid is 
requested. 

Tension  charge. 
Charge  tension. 

20 November 1940 

It is horrible to be aware that the genitals are the primary brain 
when the secondary brain refuses to recognize the fact. This crop of 
humans is the vilest bunch life has yet spawned. The dependency of 
the emotions upon the orgone charge of the genitals is a slap in the 
face to any arrogance. 

I would like to fall head over heels in love again! To be one with 
the body of a woman, my woman. 

� 23 November 1940 
10 p.m. I have just discovered a tremendous mistake in my cal- 

culations about the orgone in the orgone room. 
I thought that it was necessary to keep the room always closed in 

order to prevent fresh air from dispersing the orgone within the room. 
Now I had ventilated for four hours. The room showed 13.5° C and 
the orgone thermometer 14.3°. Difference: 0.8°.  

The scintillations in the boxes were much stronger than yesterday. 
The ammeter showed an increase of 0.3 mA above the normal read- 
ing of 0.1 mA. 

That means: 
1. Fresh air brings in new orgone. 
2. The old closed-in air seems to use up the orgone. 
3. There must be a connection between the amount of oxygen in 

the air and the orgone radiation. 
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� 26 November 1940 

Some of the orgone-treated T-mice died. The liver in all cases full 
of yellowish-white granules, like abscesses (but there were no ab- 
scesses). 

Today 1 ca Herrlein mouse, orgone-treated, died and showed the 
same liver symptoms. 

The tumor showed dark brownish fluid�hemosiderin? M icrose! 
The same formations of overradiated and conglomerated red cells as 
in the case where SAPA bions and charged-up blood were injected. 
The brownish stuff must be orgonotic iron in the red cells causing 
the cells to disintegrate into blue bions and building out of them new 
brownish cells. The whole matter means a delay of the fulfillment of 
the therapeutic work, but definitely proved two things: 

1. The air orgone is the same as the earth and SAPA orgone. 
2. Cells arise from blue bions. 

The answer of the experiment is: work out the dosage of orgone. 

29 November 1940 

Yesterday I found a formula for measuring the orgone tension be- 
tween the air in the accumulator and the air in the room (based on 
the observation that touching the electroscope with the finger dis- 
charges it). 

� 4 December 1940 
The speed of discharge of the electroscope remains slower in the 

cellar than in fresh air. Today inside orgone potential was 0.75; out- 
side, 0.6. 

Now let’s think through the possibilities as to whether it’s the 
(a) electrical ionization of the air or (b) orgone in the air, supposing 
that orgone and electricity are opposite. Regarding (a): If it were ion- 
ization from the sun, then the electroscope would discharge quicker 
when ionization was higher and slower when lower. In the radiation 
room the discharge would have to he quicker than in the fresh air. The 
fact is the opposite. Therefore no ionization of the air in the orgone 
room can be responsible for the discharge because here the discharge 
is slower. Ionization does not explain it, and rather contradicts it. 
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Regarding (b): The orgone hypothesis explains what the ionization 
theory contradicts. 

8 December 1940 
It is now a fact that the energy tension of the orgone accumulator 
is about twice that of the surrounding room. A principle for the con- 
struction of an orgone concentrator can be derived from this: by nest- 
ing many orgone accumulators one within another. 

15 December 1940 

Facts: 
Orgone flashes in the box even without any connection to the 

antenna of the radio. 
Orgone flashes also after ventilation. 
Orgone flashes also without cultures. 
Orgone is thus omnipresent at all times. 
Assumption: The universe consists of orgone energy. Fixed stars 

and planets consist of compressed orgone energy in a highly diluted 
state. Living organisms are orgone energy concentrated in matter of 
a certain composition: proteins (H1O16C8N12) surrounded by mem- 
branes. Electrical and magnetic energy are thus simply effects of or- 
gone energy in matter depending on direction and substance. 
(Lightning is the electrical discharge of orgone energy.) Magnetism 
and electricity are simply functions of orgone energy. The earth is 
magnetic because it is filled with orgone. 

The assumptions are frightening but necessary. 

20 December 1940 
To adhere to the truth and to remain honest are very costly atti- 

tudes. Business forces people to be so petty and low that a person 
must be really strong to avoid sinking to the level of others for the 
sake of his cause. 

A person is always smaller than the convictions he carries within 
himself, smaller by far. I’d like nothing better than to be tolerant and 
courteous, nonoffensive, and on good terms with everyone. It doesn’t 
work. When you see the exponents of such virtues several years later, 
you can’t believe your eyes. What fate saves a person from plunging 
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into the depths of virtue? It is that wave of sweetness which inundates 
you whenever you love! The wave of spontaneity and insight! 

21 December 1940 
When one researches orgone energy for many hours every day, the 

world recedes, begins to be unimportant because it slowly but surely 
appears in a different light. 

I wanted to write a letter to Einstein, pay him a visit, enlist his aid, 
but I decided against it. He won’t believe it, or will believe it and 
not understand, or understand and send a second Lowenbach* out 
to bother me. 

� 27 December 1940 

Today I was asked why I work continuously, without rest. I knew 
no answer! Now I thought, there is not time left�wh o knows how 
long the crazy good-for-nothings will leave quiet and time to work. 

29 December 1940 

Between 4:35 and 5:30. Use drew my attention to an "earthquake," 
so I went outside. I felt giddy. The earth seemed to rock back and 
forth in an east-to-west direction. 

I hung up two pendulums in the basement. They swung in an 
east-west direction. 

TO     A L B E R T      E I N S T E I N  

30 December 1940 

Dear Professor Einstein, 
I would very much like to meet with you to discuss a difficult and 

urgent scientific matter. I work in the field of biophysics and psycho- 
somatic research. From 1922 to 1930 I was Freud’s assistant at the 
Polyclinic in Vienna, and I now teach experimental and clinical bio- 
psychology at the New School for Social Research in New York. 

*H. Lowenbach, Berlin physiologist who worked on the bioelectric experiments with 
Reich in Norway. 
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Several years ago I discovered a specific, biologically effective en- 
ergy which in many ways behaves differently from anything that is 
known about electromagnetic energy. The matter is too complicated 
and sounds too improbable to be explained clearly in a brief letter. I 
can only indicate that I have evidence that this energy, which I have 
called orgone, exists not only in living organisms but also in the soil 
and in the atmosphere; it is visible and can be concentrated and mea- 
sured, and I am using it with some success in research on cancer 
therapy. 

This matter is becoming too much for me for practical and finan- 
cial reasons, and broad cooperation is needed. There is some reason 
to believe that it might be of use in the fight against the fascist plague. 
Apart from a very brief report written one and a half years ago on the 
charging of insulators by radiation from (human) bodies and the sun, 
I have not published anything on the subject. At the moment, two 
pieces of apparatus are in the process of being patented. The matter 
is too crucial to expose it to the danger of being destroyed by the 
workings of irrationalism in the scientific community, as so often 
happens. It would be good and productive in every sense if I could 
tell you about this matter before asking you to observe the phenom- 
ena in my laboratory. I hesitate to follow the usual route of sending 
a report to the Academy of Physics, and you may find my caution 
strange, but it is based on extremely negative experiences. 



1941 

"I believe that in America, as elsewhere, 

there exists much disastrous hypocrisy, 

much unconscious and open fascism. During 

the two years of my residence in the U.S.A. 

I never doubted that these elements could 

be overcome, that the will in the direction 

of further democratic development was deep, 

honest, and powerful." 



TO     ELSA     L I N D E N B E R G  

1 January 1941 

Dear Elsa, 
Your letter of 18 November 1940 has finally arrived. It was good 

to hear from you again, but less good to read all the sad things that 
you wrote. It is so difficult to answer letters. What was acute and 
important two or three months ago now seems comical and will be 
even more so two or three months hence. But there are things which 
never lose their importance, the deaths of huge numbers of people, 
our tragedy, the discovery of radiation . . . 

I was sad to hear that you are lonely the way that I always was and 
still am. All the external successes cannot deceive one into believing 
otherwise. And such terrible things as your being prevented from 
coming here are simply unbearable. It is just as terrible as my typical 
experience of seeing people whom I love resisting with all their might 
against fully identifying with me�namely, with my w ork�and of 
knowing that they will realize this too late; and of not being able to 
do anything about it except stand by and watch; and then of experi- 
encing their awakening and recognition; and of then having to cope 
with the feeling that so much was lost, because insights develop so 
slowly and sometimes not at all. 

Now above all, I want to be sure that as far as possible you are 
well. In the meantime you have heard the news. It will take time 
until the visa is in order, and then we must both face the major 
question of the journey (quite apart from the costs!). But let us first 
wait until you have the visa. However, you must keep in closer 
contact�i.e., write more often.  

A great deal has happened in my life in the last one and one half 
years. The first volume of Das Lebendige [The Living] has been trans- 
lated into English by Wolfe. The second volume on the biological 
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radiation of energy is in preparation.* In the meantime the energy 
has proved to be visible, measurable, and concentratable. Despite 
suffering from cancer, some mice have had their lives extended by 
periods equivalent to about fifteen years of human life. But financially 
things are not going well. In order to maintain my independence I 
am staying away from the usual sources of money. I am waiting for 
the work to take off and develop independently. My lectures are very 
popular and even acclaimed, but you know how people can show 
enthusiasm and yet do nothing practically. I am living very quietly 
and withdrawn. Now and again I get a visit from Eva, who has re- 
verted completely to the old Eva. Lore is very difficult. Annie has 
behaved very indecently and injected the children with poison against 
me. I never see her. The children cannot stand her husband. She 
herself is said to be very unhappy. 

In contrast, my house is peaceful and a place of work�good, hon- 
est work. Gertrud has turned out magnificently well. She is gradually 
beginning to sever all her old and useless relationships and is going 
to study medicine. She will perhaps marry an American and stay here. 
There was never anything between her and me. She is a very good, 
understanding, and reliable colleague and will perhaps one day be- 
come a proper assistant. She is living here in the house. Use has 
familiarized herself well with the work, has taken a course in bacte- 
riology and is in charge of the "animal department." Over the New 
Year we had three friends over and had a really nice time together. 
But I am intellectually and spiritually alone and have no opportunity 
to talk with people who think along the same lines as myself. 

Erna** and Neill have been asking a lot about you. Your picture is 
hanging in my room and I often look at it with love in my heart. 
Then I think of my fate which has prevented me from making women 
permanently happy and has left me torn between my work, with all 
the human and practical difficulties which it involves, and ordinary 
coexistence with other human beings. 

I have only a few students. An attempt is now being made to obtain 
a medical license for me without having to take the regular exami- 

*Later published as Volumes 1 and 2 of The Discovery of the Orgone: The Function of 
the Orgasm and The Cancer Biopathy. 
**A. S. Neill’s wife. 
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nation. There is a law which entitles me to do this. A group of about 
twelve workers has already formed. 

But the political events overshadow everything. We are very well 
and objectively informed. We understand clearly how completely 
mad events are. In fact, people here have progressed much further 
in this direction of thought than on the other side of the Atlantic. 
This freshness, which is totally lacking in tradition, is very invigorat- 
ing. And people are struggling hard and honestly to attain some very 
important goals. 

We have sent your mother some coffee. We shall also try to send 
you some scientific books. 

I hope so very much that we will not lose contact with each other. 
What has this long time apart done to us? It is a major problem, and 
I am right in the middle of it; I don’t know which way to turn, and 
the only thing that gives any direction to my life is my research. I 
have put together a new manuscript on future possibilities and it has 
turned out quite well. Unfortunately it is only in manuscript form. 

24 January 1941 
I have been trying to continue this letter for the past three weeks, 
but I have been so busy that I just did not get around to it. Perhaps 
it was also because I did not want to say what finally needs to be said 
about you and your personal life: This war has not only destroyed a 
great deal already but has also probably made it totally impossible for 
many years to come to restore old relationships. What I mean, and I 
say this to you in deepest sadness, is that you should not wait for me. 
I cannot expect or require it of you, nor should you expect or require 
it of yourself. Try again, as best you can, to be happy. It might take 
a very long time before you have the chance to come here. You can’t 
wait all that time without suffering harm; we can’t live separated from 
each other for years. If we ever meet again, heaven knows what will 
happen if we have both become involved with other partners and yet 
remain unchanged. It would be stupid to decide that today. There- 
fore, I do not want you to suffer for my sake. Let us try to accept this 
as bravely as we can. You know that there is always a place for you 
in my heart. I know that this is not a comfort in a situation like the 
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present. But please do not stop writing. I need your letters. I must 
know how things are going for you. If, despite everything, you do 
manage to get here in the near future, then we will at least know 
that you are safe. It is so difficult to imagine what life is like for you 
all now on the other side. 

TO     A L B E R T      E I N S T E I N  

8 January 1941 

Dear Professor Einstein, 
I have received your letter of January 6 and would like to suggest 

Monday, January 13, at approximately 4 p.m. Please inform me if 
this date and time does not suit you. I can get away from my duties 
at any time and be at your disposal, with the exception of Wednesday, 
when I deliver my lectures. 

13 January 1941 

1. I am famous as a psychiatrist. 
2. I am doubted as a biologist. 
3. As a physicist, I am regarded as nothing. Therefore I am going to 
Einstein. 
Practical 

 
c. Use in physics, mathematics (energy production) 
d. Biology 
Possibilities 
a. Hand over the meteorology and physics elements. 
b. Work and assistance, possibly for everything. 
c. Remain silent. 
d. War industry�biological charge.  

Orgone constitutes the "field" that Einstein is searching for. Elec- 
tricity, magnetism, gravitation, etc., depend on its functions. 
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� 13 January 1941 

Today I had a four-hour discussion with Einstein at Princeton. He 
was ready to take on the orgone accumulator and to watch the tem- 
perature difference.* When I told him that I wanted to transfer the 
whole physical work to somebody or to get the proper means to con- 
duct it 100 percent properly, that I was not a physicist but a bio- 
psychiatrist, he asked me, "Was machen Sie denn sonst noch?"** 

He saw with great astonishment the scintillations in the orgono- 
scope, but was not sure whether it was not subjective eye impressions. 

Pendulum oscillations of the earth not mentioned. 
The first genuine and fruitful scientific discussion in ten years! 
I left behind my trigonometrical diagram of the spinning wave at 

Einstein’s house. Silly mistake! 

15 January 1941 

A. Einstein understood 
Tension-charge formula*** 
Breakdown of crystals into vesicles 
My experience with the SAPA bions 

B. Did not understand the possibility of 
Free energy in the atmosphere 
The temperature difference at the accumulator 

C. He immediately saw the scintillations in the orgonoscope,**** said 
"yes," then�as if shocked�"those must be subjective  light phe- 
nomena." I explained the fact that the scintillations differ accord- 
ing to the object and that they cannot be seen when the metal 
covering disc is put in place. 

*Reich had observed a constant difference between the temperature inside the accumu- 
lator and the surrounding air. The higher temperature inside the accumulator without 
the presence of any known form of energy indicated the existence of an unknown energy. 
**"And what else do you do?" 
***The tension-charge or orgasm formula discovered by Reich in his investigation of 
the orgasm: mechanical tension  bioenergetic charge  bioenergetic dis- 

charge mechanical relaxation. 
****A diagram of the orgonoscope is included in the photo inserts. 
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D. He first wanted to send somebody to my laboratory. I declined. 
Then he was willing to accept an apparatus to measure the tem- 
perature difference and to check the difference; if the findings 
are correct, he was willing to "support the matter." 

He did not comprehend the electroscope experiments because I 
did not put forward my theory of electroscopic discharge. He felt 
that if the electroscope were open, the moving air would undergo 
greater discharge. The humidity would not play a role. 

Apparatus for Einstein construction 

Principle of the apparatus: 
1. Generate an energy field between metal and organic matter. 
2. Demarcate a certain air space from the atmosphere. 
3. Organic matter takes up atmospheric orgone. The metal walls re- 

flect it back, so that the energy particles start to oscillate. 
4. The kinetic energy of the radiation is converted into heat, which 

can best be measured above the upper surface. 

TO     A L B E R T      E I N S T E I N  

15 January 1941 

Dear Professor Einstein, 
Today I ordered the apparatus for observing the temperature dif- 

ference brought about by orgone radiation.* It is going to be smaller 
than the pieces of apparatus which I use here�namel y, 2/3 of a cubic 
foot rather than 1 cubic foot. It will be equipped with a disc of cel- 
lulose ester in the front wall (and a diffuse green light can be switched 
on inside) for the purpose of making the radiation visible. The ap- 
paratus should be finished in about eight days. I shall examine it here 
to make sure that it works and then bring it over to you. 

Once again I would like to thank you very much for your extremely 
kind willingness to look into this matter. As I have already told you 

*Reich’s design of an experimental orgone accumulator appears in the photo insert sec- 
tion. 
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orally, I do not want to publish anything about this whole matter 
until I have a chance to verify the observed phenomena in a way that 
is 100 percent accurate, using the appropriate means. 

Talking to you has meant a great deal to me. You will enjoy using 
the orgonoscope which I left with you, once you have got used to 
it. You will be able to observe the scintillations with and without 
the disc of cellulose ester. However, the disc brings them out more 
clearly. The metal screen must always be attached to the orgonoscope 
when it is not in use, in order to keep sunlight from the cellulose 
disc. The latter has been coated on the inside with calcium sulfide. 
However, you can also use zinc sulfide for this purpose or the disc 
may be used by itself, untreated. Whenever the night sky is cloudless 
or moonless, the tube on its own is sufficient for observing the radi- 
ation. 

I left behind at your house a sketch and a roll of illustrations. I 
shall collect these when I bring the apparatus. 

16 January 1941 

When I visited Einstein I felt as if I were "at home." That is, I 
had direct contact with him because he is simple and clear. I sensed 
his weaknesses ("fame" is one of them) and was aware when his 
opinions were incorrect, but felt not a trace of gloating. I was proud 
of myself for that. At the end, after four and a half hours of intense 
conversation, we were both stimulated. There was a great loneliness 
in that man out in Princeton. It was as if he began to come to life 
when I demonstrated that the improbable was indeed probable. Any 
other man would have stumbled at every serious, decisive point. 
When I told him, in concluding, that people considered me mad, 
his reply was "I can believe that." 

We parted with a firm handshake. 

Refutation of the argument advanced by Einstein that the rate of 
discharge of the electroscope depends on the movement of air. 

An electroscope set up indoors and in the open air, with and with- 
out a fan, yielded the same final result. 
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Slept for four hours�during the day�depression. I c annot do it 
by myself, without money and help. 

21 January 1941 

Apparatus (orgone accumulator) meant for Einstein works also 
without an organic covering, also in open air at 4°  C (T0 - T = 1° C).*  

First experiment to determine the orgone force field between two 
metal plates (deflection of a magnetic needle by nonmagnetic metal in 
a certain position) was successful�i.e., field ener gy could be measured. 

Idea for a test to eliminate gravity by using an orgone field acting 
in the opposite direction to the earth’s gravitational pull. 

Basic problem: If gravitational force is so minimal, how is it pos- 
sible for stars to orbit each other at such great distances? Gravitational 
force has not yet been discovered. 

Today I succeeded in proving that there is a force which is not the 
known magnetic force and which acts in the direction of the mag- 
netic field. 

TO     A L B E R T      E I N S T E I N  

28 January 1941 

Dear Mr. Einstein, 
Please let me know whether it would suit you if I brought you the 

temperature-measuring apparatus at the end of this week, Saturday or 
Sunday at approximately four o’clock in the afternoon, or in the mid- 
dle of next week, on Wednesday or Thursday at the same time, in 
order to show you how I use it. It has functioned well here for eight 
days, and I assume that it will function in the same way in your house. 

*T0 - T signifies the difference between the temperature in the accumulator and that in 
the surrounding air. 
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TO     A L E X A N D E R      L O W E N S T E I N *  

� 30 January 1941 

Dear Mr. Lowenstein: 
After the meeting on Tuesday, 28 January, I have thought very 

much about the plan to establish further study in mental hygiene by 
founding consultation centers. I came to the conclusion that for many 
reasons it would not be advisable for me to undertake this work under 
the present conditions. In order not to run into the difficulties, which 
are to be expected, too early and unprepared, the center would have 
to have a thorough background�in other words, the s upport of some 
official institution. 

Second, my application for the endorsement of my medical license 
would have to be granted. Besides, the students would have to be 
more thoroughly educated (through seminars and other work) to han- 
dle the cases properly. Consulting work is a very responsible and 
difficult job if it is to be done with any meaning at all. 

Therefore, I think that we should postpone our plan to a later date 
when circumstances may become more favorable. I do not believe, 
of course, that social research in mental hygiene could be inoppor- 
tune in these times, just the opposite is true. The happenings in the 
world show that there are few fields of greater importance than the 
study and handling of human structures. 

1 February 1941 
Handed over an apparatus to Einstein today. 
First test +++ after replacing the thermometers. 1.2° C and, after 

replacing the thermometer, a difference of 0.9° C b etween orgone 
thermometer and control thermometer. 

Einstein’s doubts: Should the control thermometer be covered up 
in order to prevent the cooling effect of moving air? 

My response: Yes, as long as this does not create the same accu- 

*A student of Reich’s at the New School for Social Research. 
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mulating conditions as in the orgone apparatus. No, if the covering 
is capable of accumulating orgone radiation. 

Today, for the first time in ten years, I am enjoying a strong feeling 
of deep peacefulness. 

I brought the orgone accumulator to Einstein. It worked very well. 
Einstein wants to keep it for two or three weeks and then send a 
report to the Academy of Physics. If there hasn’t been any hidden 
mischief in the meantime, I have been successful in every respect, 
sexuality, the bions, cancer research . . . 

If! There is still that "if." But Einstein is decent, a very pleasant, 
sincere person. I had such good, immediate contact with him that I 
am not too concerned. 

Now that a breakthrough is in sight, my task is to think ahead, lay 
my plans. The object is to crush Hitler scientifically�deal him a final 
blow. 

In the event that everything goes well with Einstein: 
a. I will propose elaborating my theory of biological energy with 

his help�i.e., become his pupil.  

b. Write a report entitled "The Discovery of the Orgone." 

c. Draw up overall plans for the research with regard to locality 
and financial arrangements. 

d. Withhold English translation (Wolfe) until I have finished work- 
ing with Einstein. 

e. Take care of the patent.* 

f. Improve observability of the orgone in order to eliminate debate 
on subjective seeing. 

4 February 1941 

Alvin Johnson of the New School today turned down my students’ 
request for establishing a "Center for Social Research of Mental Hy- 
giene." They were very depressed. 

*Reich had applied for a patent on the orgone accumulator and the orgonoscope. 



A M E R I C A N      O D Y S S E Y  [   61 

� No date. 

Response to questionnaire from the 

National Committee for Mental Hygiene, 1 February 1941 

It is difficult to summarize the deficiencies of today’s mental hy- 
giene work in a few sentences. However, I personally fought for about 
eighteen years in this so important field of human endeavor to make 
clear that it is necessary to distinguish between natural instincts (sex- 
ual and others) and those which are secondary, unnatural drives, cre- 
ated by the social suppression of the natural sexuality in children, 
adolescents, and grown-ups, such as dissocial sexual behaviors, sa- 
dism, masochism, all kinds of asocial behavior and lack of rational 
thinking and acting. The mental hygiene of today neglects nearly 
completely the natural biological energy, as expressed most clearly in 
the natural, normal genital instincts. I do not believe that mental 
hygiene will succeed in reaching its aim�that is, t o prevent mental 
disorders�unless it concentrates its efforts upon t he great problem, 
how to coordinate natural sexuality with the social demands of civili- 
zation. Mental diseases will continue to be an enemy, destroying 
working ability, joy of life, and social adjustment in about 80 percent 
of the population, as long as the contradiction between nature and 
culture is not destroyed outside and within human beings. I am en- 
closing copies of a preface to a book to appear in English, which may 
give the right impression of what I believe is wrong with mental 
hygiene. I would like to express my appreciation of efforts which are 
made by mental hygienists in the U.S.A. They exceed tremendously 
what I experienced in Europe through twenty years of work in the 
field. But it is not enough. We mental hygienists are dealing with a 
real mental pest, worse than anything that has harassed human so- 
cieties. The Hitlerism and its wars are nothing but outbursts of this 
general mental plague within ordinary human beings. 



62) W 1 L H E L M      R E I C H  

TO     A L B E R T      E I N S T E I N *  

6 February 1941 

Dear Mr. Einstein, 
I have carried out a "check of the control thermometer" here by 

using two control thermometers and covering the mercury-filled tip 
of one of them with various materials; the thermometers were re- 
placed several times. I found that the two control thermometers in- 
dicate the same temperature as long as I keep to the rule of hanging 
them up at least one meter away from any wall and not close to the 
wall. Covering the tip with a ball of cotton wool or with copper, 
rubber, or glass produces no difference in temperature, or only a 
negligible difference (0.05° C). According to my ob servations up to 
now, any significant difference in temperature ranging from 0.5° C 
to 2° C occurs only if a closed metallic cavity is created and the 
measurement is carried out above the apparatus. The difference in 
temperature is uniform and also larger if the closed metallic cavity is 
surrounded by organic material and if the space in which the orgone 
temperature is measured is closed off from the surrounding air. 

Several days ago I followed your advice and initiated systematic 
attempts to photograph the radiation. I have already obtained some 
positive results. I shall send you the material as soon as I have suc- 
ceeded in obtaining satisfactory photographs of the radiation. 

May I ask you once more not to stay for longer than one hour 
continuously in the room containing the apparatus, and to breathe 
some fresh air for a few minutes afterwards. 

7 February 1941 

I am actually a decent, self-critical fellow and people who call me 
a charlatan ought to be ashamed of themselves. Just reviewed my 
journals on the orgone from two years ago. How precisely I felt my 
way through all that!! I feel somewhat moved by my own actions. 
How easy it is for someone to criticize from his high horse, but how 
difficult it is to overcome the worry, doubt, hesitation, the sleepless 

*This letter was not sent. 



A M E R I C A N      O D Y S S E Y  [ 63 

nights, the feelings of worthlessness, because one’s thoughts are so 
"verboten." 

9 February 1941 

There has been mischief involved in the business with Einstein* 
�personified by an "assistant" who traced the tempe rature difference 
shown by the orgonometer [electroscope] to the "horizontal panel" 
which separates the air on the floor from that on the ceiling. It didn’t 
occur to him to place the control thermometer on that same panel 
or mount a panel above the apparatus. I have refuted the argument 
through an experiment and will write Einstein. 

TO     A L B E R T      E I N S T E I N  

20 February 1941 

Dear Mr. Einstein, 
I have taken plenty of time to reply to your letter because I wanted 

to evaluate experimentally what your assistant’s objections would 
mean, in practical terms, for the future progress of the work. We had 
agreed, of course, to conduct experiments to investigate any objec- 
tions that might be raised. I did not approach you thoughtlessly or 
with some commonplace matter. The way my work has evolved 
through experiments has inured me to accidents such as the "tem- 
perature difference at the table top" as the cause of the phenomenon. 
Naturally, you could not have known this and you had to take the 
objection seriously. I was just very concerned, because you were will- 
ing to give up so soon. 

A. Experimental proof of the existence of a temperature difference, 
while disproving the objection. 

The following shows how the interpretation of the phenomenon 
of the confirmed temperature difference (T0 � T) is proved wrong 
through experiments: 

*Reich had received a letter from Einstein dated 7 February 1941. 
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Experiment No. 1 conducted indoors (cf. diagram) 
If the orgone box in its original configuration together with the con- 

trol thermometer are positioned 3/4 m apart from each other above the 
table top, there is nevertheless still a difference in temperature be- 
tween the thermometer in the box and the control thermometer. How- 
ever, because of the radiation from the table top, T0 - T is simply a 
little smaller than when the control thermometer is freely suspended. 
For months, I had used a control thermometer here which was stand- 
ing on the same table as the apparatus and at a distance of approxi- 
mately 1/2 m from it, until I noticed that the radiation of the table top 
had reduced [the temperature difference], at which point I changed 
over to attaching the thermometer in such a way that it was freely sus- 
pended in the air. Over the entire period of time, a mean temperature 
difference of approximately 0.6° C prevailed (maxim um difference of 
up to +1.5° C in an apparatus having a volume of 1 cubic foot). 

If the test area is covered with a second wooden board, arranged 
parallel to the lower board [table top] and approximately 1 m above 
it, which interrupts the hypothetical "convection of heat from the 
ceiling downward to the table top," the temperature difference nev- 
ertheless still exists. 

If, instead of the lower wooden board, a metal plate is used, which 
equalizes the temperature difference above and below more rapidly 
(a difference of – and –0.1° C), the temperature di fference between 
the apparatus and the air also continues to exist. 

The temperature difference T0 - T even persists if, while retaining 
its original configuration, the box is freely attached in such a way in 
the room that there is no table top below it, for example within an 
enclosing metal frame. 

This difference persists even if the box is surrounded by a covering 
which protects the thermometer in the box from all sides. If the con- 
trol thermometer is surrounded with cotton wool, rubber, metal, or 
glass, the result is not reduced, or only to a negligible extent. All of 
the above presupposes that no readings are taken while the outside 
temperature is rising rapidly. 

Experiment No. 2 (measurement in the open air) 
For several months in 1940 I had kept a small orgone box buried 

in the ground in my garden and had observed a constant temperature 
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difference. But it was only a few days ago that I found out how much 
greater this difference is than the difference measured in enclosed 
rooms. 

On 15 February 1941, which was a sunny, cold day with strong 
winds, I buried an apparatus two-thirds of the way into the ground in 
such a way that the thermometer in the box was still above ground 
level. The box, together with the upper thermometer housing, was 
surrounded by a second box made of cardboard; I filled the lateral 
and upper spaces between the two boxes with cotton wool and wood 
wool and covered the whole arrangement with a cotton blanket. (The 
space in which measurements are taken must naturally be well pro- 
tected against the lower outside temperature in order to retain the 
heat which has been produced.) I placed a control thermometer 
through a hole into a glass container and buried the latter 4 inches 
deep into the soil, in such a way that the tip of the thermometer was 
below ground level. I placed a second control thermometer with an 
unprotected tip 1 inch deep into the ground. I also used this second 
control thermometer for measuring the temperature of the air above 
ground level, roughly at the same level as that of the thermometer in 
the box, both with and without a covering protecting it against the 
wind. The three thermometers were constantly exchanged. The en- 
closed diagrams relating to experiment No. 2 illustrate the arrange- 
ment and the results. 

In this arrangement, the value of T0 - T is much greater than it 
is in an enclosed room, probably because the effect of the secondary 
orgonotic radiation at walls, table tops, etc., which reduces the dif- 
ference in an enclosed room, has been eliminated. T0 - T fluctuates 
by approx. –2° C.  

In order to be absolutely sure, I continued experiment No. 2 dur- 
ing the night and the following day, from 16 to 17 February, as fol- 
lows: I left the apparatus in the open air exactly the way it was but 
removed the cotton blanket�in other words, I allowe d it to be "com- 
pletely cooled down" by the nighttime frost. At 9:30 a.m. on 17 Feb- 
ruary, the air temperature was -1° C and the ground  temperature was 
0° C. I took the cotton blanket, which had now cool ed down, and 
wrapped it around the apparatus again and inserted the thermometer, 
which had just registered an air temperature of �1°  C, from above 
through the hole into the "chimney" of the box. The mercury col- 
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umn rose and after a while indicated 2.3° C above z ero, while the 
air temperature still stood at -1° C and the ground  temperature at 
0° C. At the same time, the air temperature inside the jar buried in 
the ground was +0.9° C.  

I believe that these facts make a perfectly unambiguous statement. 
a) The ground and the atmospheric air contain a form of energy 

which can be measured in my apparatus as heat. 
b) The constant source of heat energy attains high values only if a 

particular arrangement of materials is used. This arrangement of the 
materials�organic on the outside, metallic on the i nside�is therefore 
essential for increasing the temperature difference T0 - T. 

This complementary test also shows how important is the arrange- 
ment of materials in relation to the radiation emitted by the ground 
and the sun. After the influence of solar radiation has been eliminated 
by the formation of shadows, the difference T0 - T compared with 
all the control measurements falls from a mean temperature of ap- 
prox. +5° C to, on average, approx. 2° C. The contr ol thermometer, 
which is surrounded by glass and exposed to very little orgone radi- 
ation coming from the ground, shows a difference of only approx. 
1° C. The orgone apparatus on the other hand, which  has the hith- 
erto most complete set of equipment for capturing and accumulating 
the energy, shows much higher values�namely, more t han +2° C\  

The lowering of the temperature in the open air through frost 
reaches the thermometer inside the box in spite of the covering and 
has an effect. The difference (T0 - T) remains nevertheless constant 
within certain lower and upper limits, in spite of the parallel decrease 
of T0 and T over a period of approx. 3 hours, as follows: 

T0 =        11.4°  T 0 -T         =        6.8°  

T air        = 4.6°  

T0 = 9.5°  T0-T        =        6°  

T air        = 3.5°  

T0 = 6.5°  T0-T=5.9°  
T air        = 0.6°  
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I intend to bury the apparatus completely so that the tip of the 
thermometer is also completely below ground level and then try to 
establish by means of experiment how large are the differences 
T0 Earth - T Air and T0 Earth - T Earth. As the ground is frozen 
right now, I shall carry out the experiment when conditions are more 
favorable and report to you at that time. Without doubt, there are 
still many questions to be clarified regarding T0 - T. 

Experiments are needed to explain your table top phenomenon. 
For the time being, there are only two possible interpretations of this 
now isolated fact: 
a) The interpretation advanced by your assistant�namel y, that "heat 
convection" occurs within the room and is directed vertically down- 
ward from the ceiling�or, expressed differently, th e interpretation 
that "the temperature at the upper surface of the table top approaches 
the temperature at the ceiling of the room." 
b) My interpretation that the ground and the atmospheric air radiate 
orgone energy. 

The fact that a radiation effect exists at the horizontal wooden table 
top was known to me and was the reason for suspending the control 
thermometer freely in the room in order to eliminate the [tempera- 
ture-]reducing effect of this radiation. Your assistant’s interpretation 
has been disproved by the arrangements employed in experiment 
No. 1 (metal plate below, wooden board above, control thermometer 
above the lower [metal] plate). The "horizontal heat potential," with- 
out a source of heat acting laterally, still exists even after the heat 
convection from the ceiling to the lower plate has been interrupted. 
Experiment No. 2 refutes the interpretation even more conclusively. 
Overall result of experiments: 
1) The original arrangement of the apparatus results, under all cir- 
cumstances, in a temperature difference between the thermometer in 
the box and the control thermometer, in the absence of any known kind 
of constant heat source. 
2) Experiment No. 1 refutes the argument that heat convection from 
the ceiling to the table top is the reason for the phenomenon and 
demonstrates the existence of a horizontal heat potential below a second 
upper board, without any visible lateral source of heat. 
3) The measurement in the open air proves that there is radiation from 



68] W I L H E L M      R E I C H  

the ground which varies in magnitude, depending on the arrangement 
of the material. 

If we assume for a moment that the interpretation given by your 
assistant is correct, we are faced with some very strange facts which, 
given my test arrangement, would contradict the known principles of 
heat theory: An upper board made of wood, which is a poor conduc- 
tor, positioned at a distance of approx. 1 m above and parallel to the 
lower metal plate, thus interrupting the "downward convection of 
heat from the ceiling toward the metal plate," either did not show 
any difference [in temperature] between above and below the board 
or the differences were negligibly small. In order to explain the box 
phenomenon, it would be a giant problem for heat to be radiated 
from the ceiling of the room downwards through a poor conductor 
of heat such as air, and through the upper wooden board to the lower 
metal plate, and for an above-below temperature difference to be 
constantly maintained at this plate, which is a good conductor of heat. 

Since there can be no such thing as horizontal convection of heat, 
as I have proved in my experiment No. 1, if there is no constantly 
effective lateral source of heat; since also during my experiments the 
temperature difference at the lower metal plate amounted to only 
– and – 0.1°; and since therefore the assumption of  your assistant is 
not valid, the only explanation left is the one which fits into the 
framework of my other observations regarding orgone radiation. In 
order to understand the temperature difference at the wooden board, 
which was observed in your home, we must assume the following: 
a) Your wooden table top was thermally influenced from above by 
the omnidirectional radiation of the apparatus. 
b) The radiation from the ground upwards is also slowed down by 
the wooden board and shows up as an increase in temperature at the 
wooden board, just as the accumulated radiation inside my orgone 
boxes manifests itself as a higher temperature above the boxes. 

I would find it impossible at this moment to decide which of the 
two interpretations deserves to be favored. 

You will no doubt remember that at the very end of our first four- 
hour conversation I told you very reluctantly that, in my experiments, 
the temperature inside the orgone box (one of my large boxes used 
for humans) is on average l°-3° lower than the temp erature above 
[the box] in the screened room. You probably also remember that 
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you were very surprised and did not want to believe this information. 
Now, if my interpretation is correct, this fact, which I divulged so 
hesitantly at the time, would assume an enormous importance which 
I originally had not attributed to it. 

I failed to understand your assumption that "the upper side of your 
table top was cooled from below" and that the temperature at the box 
vanished for this reason when you took it from its outer casing. Be- 
sides, a box that has been taken apart harbors too many negative 
sources of error that cannot be controlled. 

Now a few words regarding the relationship of the casing to the 
metal box. Over a period of time, I have formed the following con- 
clusions, based on my observations: 

The metal box on its own also exhibits differences in temperature 
compared with the ambient air, but they are smaller and understand- 
ably fluctuate very strongly. The organic casing first and foremost has 
the function of separating the heat generated by the metal box from 
the heat outside�in other words, to make it more co nstant. The 
casing also has the function (based on the electroscopically established 
fact that uncharged insulators absorb atmospheric energy) of trans- 
mitting the energy to the metal on the inside. The metal walls reflect 
the energy both inwards and outwards. Within the metal walls, the 
energy is able to oscillate freely without being hampered by absorbent 
organic matter. This can be seen clearly when the interior green light 
and the lens in the front wall of the metal box are used. The energy 
radiated outwards is absorbed by the surrounding organic casing and 
is partially given off as heat into the environment and partially re- 
turned to the metal on the inside. This process, too, can be seen in 
the dark, in the space between the metal and the organic casing, by 
using a tube and a lens. I therefore theorize that this is how a con- 
centration of orgone energy originates inside the apparatus, compared 
with the energy tension in the air. It is likely that the retardation of 
the kinetic energy of the radiation at the boards/plates forms the basis 
of the heat phenomenon. This concentration can presumably be con- 
siderably increased through a more complicated design and further 
intermingling of organic and metallic materials. 

These assumptions are supported by the differences in the rate of 
discharge of charged electroscopes inside and outside the apparatus. 
Charged electroscopes which communicate with the air discharge 
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more slowly inside than outside. It has been proven that these electro- 
scopic discharges have nothing to do with the humidity of the air, 
and if the air near the electroscope is circulated, for example with 
the help of a fan, they occur at roughly the same rate. The rate of 
discharge depends solely on the orgone tension of the ambient air. 
The higher this tension compared with the charge of the electro- 
scope, the more slowly the electroscope can discharge; the lower the 
tension, the faster the discharge. 

It is understandable that I am unable at this point to explain all 
the phenomena in this new field. Therefore there is much that might 
have been misunderstood and thus requires correction. But, as the 
accumulator is based on many interconnected facts and on the as- 
sumptions derived from them, it is understandable why I place so 
much emphasis on the visibility and the electroscopic measurability 
of the orgone energy in connection with the temperature difference. 
B. The biophysical framework of the temperature phenomenon. 

1. In the atmosphere, in the soil, and in the living organism there 
exists a type of energy which acts in a specifically biological way and 
which I have called "orgone." With the aid of the orgonoscope, this 
energy is visible as scintillation in the atmosphere and in the soil as 
well as on bushes (in the summer); it can be measured electroscop- 
ically and thermally, and it can be concentrated through a specific 
arrangement of materials. Several pieces of photographic proof exist, 
but they have not yet been separated out in unambiguous fashion 
from the control results. Photographs taken with Kodachrome film 
show the color blue or blue-gray, and this is also how the radiation 
appears subjectively to the viewer. 

2. For the time being, the unit of a quantity of orgone energy can 
be taken to be one org�i.e., the quantity of energy  needed to main- 
tain a temperature difference (T0 - T) = 1° C per hour. 

3. The living animal organism is surrounded by an energy field 
which fluctuates within broad or narrow boundaries. This can be 
proved by means of the oscillograph. Fluctuations of the oscillograph 
can be produced at a distance of up to 4 m, without any connection 
via a conductor, for example by moving one’s hand in front of a 
cellulose sheet placed vertically in front of a silver electrode. 

4. All living creatures continuously inhale this energy and radiate 
it back again. Thus an exchange of energy exists between living crea- 
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tures and the atmospheric orgone energy. In animals, the red blood 
corpuscles are the essential carriers of this atmospheric energy, and 
they transport it from the surface of the lungs to the tissues. The 
hitherto unexplained constant production of heat by living creatures 
is in all probability the heat produced by the orgone radiation of the 
organism. The fact that the blood has a high iron content takes on 
great importance in this context. 

5. The sun emits the same kind of hitherto undiscovered energy. 
This can be proved with a static electroscope, when uncharged in- 
sulators (rubber, cellulose, cotton wool, wood, etc.) are charged by 
means of bright solar radiation in conditions of dry air (relative hu- 
midity not exceeding 40 to 50 percent). 

6. Certain experimental results (the N pole of a bar magnet glows 
in the darkness of the orgone chamber; a metal tip emits sparks at a 
distance of 5 cm from a cellulose sheet which has been rubbed) make 
it appear very likely that the fluctuations of the earth’s magnetism are 
connected with this energy; the situation is similar in the case of the 
northern lights (massive iron ore deposits in northern Sweden!) and 
the so far unexplained phenomena of lightning bolts, which represent 
giant discharges of atmospheric energy. 

7. When one takes into account the inherent nature of orgone 
energy, which magnetizes insulators, the earth’s magnetic field has 
little or nothing to do with the well-known phenomenon of ferro- 
magnetism. There is one experimentally proven fact relating to the 
problem of why magnetic lines of force run perpendicular to the 
direction of electric current, but it has not yet been clearly worked 
out. (Rotation of a magnetic needle either N or S between two par- 
allel metal plates in the orgone room.) It might be possible to gain a 
new and satisfactory understanding even of the less than clear prob- 
lem of "static electricity" starting from this premise. 

8. For months I have been observing a phenomenon which shows 
clearly that strange fluctuations in the atmospheric energy tension are 
disturbing the constant galvanic current in highly stable measuring 
apparatus (Siemens Pantostat units, which are used for medical pur- 
poses). This is reminiscent of the disruptions caused in electrical ap- 
paratus by the "electromagnetic storms" in the atmosphere, such as 
occurred in the early summer of 1940. At the time of the earthquake 
in New England on 24 December 1940, my measuring arrangement 




